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Exaltation 


By Aldis Dunbar 
“UPLIFT thine heart!” “And after? When 


zeal turns cold, 
Or tangled ways appal ?” 
“Tf that faint heart be given to God to hold, 


He will not let it fall!” 
Erik, Pa. > 


s 


Tempting the Devil 

Hard work is an excellent spiritual armor. When 
a man's whole attention is given to an absorbing or 
exhausting task, he is likely to be comparatively free 
from the Devil's attentions,—for the Devil tries not 
to waste his own energies. But when a man has noth- 
ing to do, the door is wide open into his life. Indeed, 
he is such an inviting mark then, that a Spanish 
proverb puts it in this way : ‘‘The Devil tempts all 
men, but the idle man tempts the Devil.’’ It does 
not pay to be idle in our waking hours. There are 
better ways of getting rest and recreation than by 
doing nothing. For doing nothing is too liable to 
mean doing something that we shall be sorry for. 


ya 
Right-Doing Sure to be Known 


Men seem to delight in twisting God’s messages 
of encouragement into messages of threat and warning. 
God's love is the principal theme of the Bible ; many 
a Scripture-quoter. would have us believe it is God's 
vengeance. How often do we hear cited, for example, 
as sure evidence that every wrong thing any one has 
ever done is bound sooner or later to come to light, 
the verse : ‘‘for there is nothing covered, that shall 
not be revealed ; and hid, that shall not be known.’’ 
As though God's loveand Christ's power were not equal 
to the task of covering, forgetting, and blotting out of ex- 
istence our past and repented sins ! This much-abused 
verse happensto have no reference atall tosin, butonly 
to right-doing. Jesus-was encouraging his faint-hearted 
disciples in the face of the opposition that they were 
sure to meet. He knew that much of the truth that 





he was revealing to them in order that they might 
give it to the world would be blocked and hindered 
and seemingly smothered out of existence for a while, 
because of their persecution. Never mind that; 
they were to keep righton doing his will and proclaim- 
ing his message, inspite of persecution. ‘‘ For there 
is nothing covered that shall not be revealed ; and hid, 
that shall not be known.’’ ‘‘Fear them [your ene- 
mies] not therefore,’’ he said ; ‘‘what I tell you in 


‘the darkness, speak ye in the light; and what ye 


hear in the ear, proclaim upon the house-tops.'" We 
are to bear witness for Christ even when it seems 
like waste effort to do so. Nothing worth while is 
eyer wasted. Be sure your righteousness will find 


you out! 
x 
Falseness of the Time Standard 


No one can do good work who is chiefly con- 
cerned with the time-element in his work, ‘* Is this 
a work that ought to be done; and is it my duty to 
do it?’’ are more important questions than, ‘* How 
long will it take?’’ A young man who is noted for 
dissatisfaction with his present job—no matter what 
that job may be—wrote to a friend ;: ‘‘I should like 
to get out of this work in a year or so and take up 
some line of work where the hours are not so long."’ 
He is likely to find the hours:about sixty minutes long 
wherever he goes ; and he is not likely to be offered a 
better position by any man who knows that he wants 
to go where the hours are shorter. For this young 
man is putting a wrong factor forward as a reason for 
a change of position. There ought to be a better 
reason for leaving. Hf the work is a good one, and 
the working-time really too long for health and one’s 
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best efficiency, then he ought to be man enough to 
get that changed. In the position where he was when 
he wrote, such a change was largely within his own 
control. If the work was not a good one, or was 
obviously not his calling, then he ought to leave it,— 
but not to find ‘‘ shorter hours.'’ The man who thinks 
chiefly about the time of his work cannot do good 
work anywhere, 
x 


Helping Without Hurting 

Love thinks of the feelings of others, as well as 
of their interests and duty. Love will not consent to 
wound feelings, if there is any right way to avoid it, 
—as there usually is. The late H. Clay Trumbull 
illustrated, in his own life, this sensitiveness of love 
toward others’ feelings, even though his intensity of 
conviction in matters of right and wrong found expres- 
sion in uncompromising positiveness of speech when 
occasion demanded. During the recent war between 
Spain and the United States a reference in something 
intended for these columns, reflecting unfavorably on 
Spain, came to his notice. As he struck it out he said, 
vigorously ; ‘*‘ We don't want anything in The Sunday 
School Times that will hurt the feelings of any Sun- 
day-school scholar in Spain.’ He believed that it 
was not the business of a Christian journal to criticize 
individuals or nations, no matter how plainly it might 
have to point out error or sin in matters of principle. 
So it was in his personal dealings with erring indi- 
viduals ; he rarely denounced, but he lovingly and 
tactfully led on to higher standards and better ways. 
To. edify, or build up, does not mean to cause bitter 
feelings and broken hearts. When that is done, love 
has been displaced by self. 
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The Natural Way to Power 


VERY period of time has its own peculiar point 
of attack on our Christian faith. The point 
may shift from time to time, but until the press- 

ure of the enemy is broken at that one spot we are 
likely to be steadily assailed there. 

Not so very many years ago the opponents of faith 
simply declared that there was no God. That was 
when naturai science was young. As our knowledge 
has increased, that denial has become untenable, for 
the wonderful construction of man, his mind, and his 
universe, imperatively demand a constructor. 

To-day the point of attack is directed against the 
personality of the Creating God. The whole atmos- 
phere of our time, reflected in general conversation, 
public print, art, everything, denies the real person- 
ality of our God. In one way or another we are robbed 
of him as a real person, a Father, and we are offered 
as a substitute deity an impersonal mind and a set 
of machine-made laws that IT has set in motion. 

Many a devout heart has suffered from-this attack, 
not realizing that it was the battle of the day and 
hour, and that the great enemy was pressing hard 
against them. We are in effect told this: Yes, there 
is a God, but it is childish to pray to him ; the great 
Creator will not, and indeed cannot, change a fixed 
law for your especial benefit. And sometimes, in the 
midst .of an anguish of heart-filling petition, our 
hearts are chilled to numbness by the sudden fear 
that perhaps this is so. The world outside simply 
knows, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that there is 
no use in prayer unless it be a good exercise for the 
petitioner, and is just as certain that the battle is 
always to the strong, the race to the swift, —therefore 
it is better to hustle than to be holy, for you will have 
only what you can get, anyway. It is a cruel and a 
merciless dart; it pierces many a good armor, and 
many a Christian man or woman who should be fight- 
ing in the front ranks is lying wounded in the rear. 


Their work in the Sunday-school or church or in society 
has become weak and perfunctory, or ‘‘ scientific’’ and 
spiritless, And the dart is as false as it is cruel. 

It is perfectly true that the phenomena of this 
world operate in certain fixed ways that we call laws, 
and it may be perfectly true that not one of these ways 
of operation is ever changed a hair's breadth. But 
beside all this it is just as true, also, that God can 
manipulate those laws to obtain any result thet he 
may wish. This last is what the faithless do not 
know, and cannot comprehend. 

A great pipe organ has one or two thousand pipes. 
Some are twenty feet long, and large enough for a man 
to stand in, others are no bigger or longer than a 
common lead-pencil ; some are made of wood, some. 
of zinc, some of lead ; and every one is set to make 
its own peculiar note. No pipe ever makes any other 
note than its own. But the organist is not limited to 
one tune. He can play any tune he may wish simply 
by changing the order of the notes which he sounds. 

The laws of God's world are fixed ; but on that 
great organ he is master, and it obeys his will ; 
and rest assured that he it is that is playing the 
melody of your life. If there is a minor chord now 
and then, or if sometimes the music almost dies 
away, believe that he is at the keyboard, and that in 
the end you shall hear the great chorus of victory. 

The greatest achievement of the human mind is to 
be conscious of the Person of God, a person just as 
real and near and as conscious of our work and sleep 
and play as any companion that we see with our eyes. 
This is the aim of creation: ‘‘ He made of one every 
nation of men... that they should seek God, if haply 
they might feel after him and find him, though he 
is not far from each one of us.’’ And that word 
achievement does not mean that only those of excep- 
tional mind and purpose can know God, nor that we 
know him only after serious effort. Whatever effort 





262 ° 


there is, is simply the effort to be natural, to believe 
God's word for just what it says. There is with 
many of us, more than likely, too much intensity and 
‘contraction, too much effort after spiritual knowledge 
and spiritual power. We can make if far harder than 
it really is, and even then be disappointed. It is 
natural to believe in the Person of God. The dark- 
ened mind of the Bulu chief in the thick shaded vil- 
lage of the African forest believes in him, It is as 
natural to a human being as it is to want food. John 
_Fiske of Harvard said; ‘‘Of all the implications of 
the doctrine of evolution with regard to man, I be- 
lieve the very deepest and strongest to be that which 
asserts the everlasting reality of religion.’’ It is 
natural to believe that we have a real Father, a per- 
son ; and the first effort that we should make is the 
effort to be natural : ‘‘except ye turn and become as 
little children, ye shall in no wise enter into the king- 
dom of heaven.’’ Herein lies the secret of Christian 
power, and herein lies the cause of much failure and 
heart-burning. 

The human throat is constructed to produce pure 
tones, the most beautiful in all nature. Yet few of us 
are good singers. Most of us cannot make one good, 
full, pure tone, because, when we sing, we contract 
our throats and twist them out of their natural position, 
with the result that we produce nasal or shrill sounds, 
discouraging to singer and audience alike. The first 
step in learning to sing is to learn to let the throat be 

‘ natural,—relaxed and open. Once master that, and 
the rest is merely a matter of practise and time. With- 
out that as the first step, no amount of practise will 
enable us to render even the simplest melody, for 
our start was wrong. 

So the greatest singers are those who, added to 
natural capacity, have learned to let their vocal organs 
do their own work in their own way. And the most 
blessed life is the one which has learned the simple 
lesson of relaxing, of taking God's promises as simple 
verity, and of living and working on that basis. 

This may sound as though there were no place for 
hard thinking, no need of brains in the Christian's 
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life. On the contrary, there is abundant need for 
brains in interpreting and rendering music, after the 
singer has learned to use the throat properly. One 
might use brains till they broke, trying to invent a 
new way to hold the throat; there is no way but the 
natural way. There have been, and are, religious 
speculations without end, and they cut their sterile 
way back and forth across our human life ; but the 
only man that bears fruit is the man who first be- 
comes as a little child and starts from that point. 

Why should we struggle to prove that which needs 
only to be believed? Why use our strength trying to 
find the way, when the door is open, and the feet of 
the natural, child-hearted are passing in to power and 
glory every day? 

Mrs. Burnett has written a sweet and powerful story 
that turns around an old woman in a London slum. 
She had not lived a good life, and, in her wicked 
old age, lying on a hospital cot, some visitor had told 
her the gospel story. She simply believed it; no 
more than that. One who saw her afterward, at a 
time of dire need, says: ‘‘Her poor little misspent 
life has changed itself into a shining thing, though it 
shines and glows only in this hideous place. . . . She 
believes that her Deity is in Apple Blossom Court— 
in the dire holes its people live in, on the broken 
stairway, in every nook and cranny of it—a great Glory 
we will not see—only waiting to be called and to an- 
swer. Do I believe it—do you—do any of us who 
preach each day so glibly ‘God is Everywhere’ ? Who 
is the one who believes? If there were such a man 
he would go about as Moses did when ‘he wist not 
that his face shone.’ ’’ 

So our greatest human achievement is always com- 
passed in the same way: Moses in his day, the old 
woman in Apple Blossom Court in her day, and you 
in yours, will find that the true way is the natural way. 
All those who yearn shall be filled ; then why yearn 
and at the same time shut out the blessing by too 
much yearning? A heart wide open to God, as it was 
made to be, will defeat all the attacks on its faith and 
peace. 





Wasting Time on the Circumference 

Very few men need to be told what is right and 
what is wrong. Very many men need to be helped 
to do what they already know is right, and to stop 
doing what they already know is wrong. Perhaps the 
Cornell student who writes the following letter has 
not realized this distinction : 

You are probably aware that gambling in various forms is 
one of the most prevalent of sins among college men. But 
unfortunately most of the men who take part in pools, raffles, 
etc., do not consider it at all wrong to ‘take a chance."’ 
have stood against it, and naturally have had some discus- 
sions with the other men about it. 

lam thoroughly convinced of the evil of it myself, but un- 
fortunately I do not seem able to give them arguments of suf- 
ficient weight to convince them. Such men you cannot ap- 

eal to by arguments along the lines of highest morality. 
They ‘can’t see it.”’ 

What do you consider the strongest and most rational argu- 
ments of a practical and business-like character which would 
Strengthen one’s position against football betting, pools, 
raffles, etc. ? ; 

And what would you say about studying and working up 
r ports on Sunday? Is a man engaged in college athletics on 
Saturday justified in doing his work on Sunday for his Mon- 
day morning hours ? 

The strongest and most business-like argument to 
strengthen one against gambling, Sabbath-breaking, 
and every other sin, is to surrender oneself to the 
mastery of Jesus Christ. Is there a single student in 
Cornell who will stand up before his fellows and claim 
that he has surrend¢red his will absolutely to the will of 
his Saviour, and that he practises gambling and Sunday- 
studying in loyalty to that Saviour and Guide? The 
Editor does not recall ever having found, during his 
four years as an undergraduate at Yale, a man who 
would make that claim, though there were some 
men there, ordinarily classed as Christians, who gam- 
bled and worked Sundays. They may have ‘‘de- 
fended’’ both practises; but such ‘‘defense’’ is 
twaddle, and the man who makes it knows it is. 
When he is surrendered to Christ, he will admit it. 
These Cornell students don’t need any arguments or 
new light. They do need, as men everywhere who 
are consciously and deliberately doing wrong need, a 
stiffening of their moral backbones,—which will 
come only after honest, unconditional surrender to 
God. As Bushnell once said, ‘If one is right at the 
center, he is likely to get right at the circumference.’’ 





Can We Always Find Good in People? 


It is only the natural ‘‘ cussedness"’ in all of us 
that prompts us to think that when we see little good 
in a person, it is because there is little good there. 
The more we get the better of our natural depravity, 
the more good we see in unattractive persons, and 
the readier we are to recognize that, when we do not see 
good in a person, the trouble is not with that person. 
A ‘* perplexed inquirer’’ in New York wants to know 
what she can possibly do to carry out this doctrine in 
a case right at hand. Here is her interesting letter : 


Will you please settle a puzzling question for me in your 
Notes on Open Letters? In your editorial entitled ‘* Down 
—and Out?”’ in the Times of February 22, you speak of Henry 
Clay Trumbull’s seeing good in people where there was no 
good except in his seeing, and by his ideals loving people into 
goodness. Please tell me what to do in the following case : 

We have a new pastor and wife, and I called on them the 
other day. They are middle-aged people, and she seems 
bright and intelligent. In the course of her remarks she said 
that years ago her health was poor, and she drank animal 
blood to invigorate her system. She said it was as good as 
milk. Her people kept a slaughter-house, and she described 
the manner of obtaining the blood by stabbing the animal with 
a long knife, and letting its head fall over a trough. I asked 
her if she saw creatures killed, and she said yes, and laugh- 
ingly said that the hogs would squeal and kick, and that she 
liked to see them kick in their death-agony. 

To say I was shocked does not express it atall. I had a 
revulsion of feeling over such heartless talk, and came away 
with ne desire to cultivate her acquaintance. If she had been 
a heathen or a slum woman I would have made allowance, 
but in her position, with a kind, Christian husband, what can 
one think? Do you think I am over-fastidious? I haven't 
mentioned it to any other member of the church, for fear -I 
should prejudice them. Please tell me my duty, and how I 
am to work out Henry Clay Trumbull's ideals. 

B«--sticking close to that heartless woman and dis- 
covering some good in her that can be honestly 
commended and lovingly developed. That is the 
only way. No one could fairly be called over-fastid- 
icus whose whole nature revolts at laughing tales of 
slaughter and death-agonies. Any one who finds 
such slaughter and agony interesting and amusing is 
sadly lacking and perverted, and sorely needs help 
from such a one as the writer of this letter. But there 
is no reason to count her as necessarily lacking at 
every point. Nor is it necessary to allow one’s con- 
versation with her to drift into the channel which is 


so repellent. There ave some good interests in the 
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world—perhaps only one or two—which are her in- 
terests. The person who discovers what they are, 
and develops and builds upon them, will be doing 
for that woman exactly what Jesus did for men and 
women when he was with them as a human com- 
panion. This may have to be done by some one 
who has ‘‘no desire to cultivate her acquaintance."’ 
What has that to do with it? Jesus probably had 
‘‘no desire,’’ from the human standpoint, to culti- 
vate the acquaintance of the woman of Samaria ; 
and that woman's shortcomings were perhaps as 
glaring and hopeless as in the case of this pastor’ s wife. 
But Jesus hunted for good in the woman, and found it 
only in his seeing, and loved her into goodness, and 
used her to convert a whole town. 

It is simply a question of our willingness or unwil- 
lingness to love people, not for what they seem to be, 
but for what they may be ; to look past their surface 
und obvious faults to the unseen good and _ possibili- 
ties that are sure to be there. It would go hard with 
most of us if we were judged by our most apparent 
characteristics. 

~x 


When Proof is Futile 


When a man disbelieves in a proposition as a 
whole, there is little gain in attempting to discuss with 
him the truth of certain parts of that proposition. 
Argument, discussion, proof, are of value only to one 
who is already favorably inclined to the view which they 
are likely to support. It is well to think of this in 
considering such a question as that raised by a Mass- 
achusetts reader : 


I have been asked by a person with very little confidence in 
the sayings of our Lord, and in the whole Bible in fact (which 
he thinks is mere tradition), the following question : 

‘* Are savages or unresponsible persons, such as small chil- 
dren or insane individuals, entitled to salvation, and where is 
the proof in the Bible that they are or are not?"’ 

Will you kindly give me light on this question, so that I may 
give him a satisfactory answer? I have wondered also what is 
the best way to deal with a person who believes that the Bible 
is mostly tradition, believes in no resurrection, and yet is will- 
ing to believe these things if some one can give him absolute 
proof of their correctness. 

A person with very little confidence in the sayings 
of Jesus Christ is utterly unable to form an intelligent 
opinion upon any of Christ's sayings. Therefore if there 
were in the Bible a specific answer to the question which 
is propounded by the unbeliever who is referred to, there 
would not be the slightest gain in quoting it to him. 
Those who know God as trustful children know a father, 
and who know Christas the Saviour to whom they have 
committed themselves, find much in the Bible to con- 
vince them that the loving Father and Saviour are as 
able and as ready to care for savages, children, the in- 
sane, and all unresponsible persons, as they are to care 
for those whose opportunity and responsibility are of 
the greatest. This unbeliever’s evasion of personal 
duty by quibbling over a matter that is not within the 
realm of either his duty or his understanding is the 
usual course of those who do not intend to do their 
duty. He will never be shown any ‘proof’’ that 
will satisfy or convince him so long as he makes proof 
the condition of his belief. He must begin to believe 
first. When he begins to think more about his be- 
liefs than his unbeliefs, and begins to act upon and 
live up to his beliefs so far as they go, in honest sur- 
render to them, then he will have faced toward the 
light, and he may fairly expect to get more light. But 
he must always remember that belief is the starting- 
point, not the goal, in his relations with God. There 
is proof enough on all sides of him to save his soul 
and a million others, if ever an unbelieving man were 
saved or even influenced by proof. But no one ever is. 


tae 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


E THANK thee, Lord, for the privilege of doing work 
in thy Kingdom, and of holding office in it when called 
thereto. It were better to be a doorkeeper in thy 

house than to reign in tents of wickedness. ... After these 
nineteen hundred years, how much better it seems to have 
been a Philip or a Stephen, than a King Herod or King 
Agrippa! How mean and beggarly the loftiest distinction 
outside thy Kingdam when compared with the humblest place 
in it! Teach us these things, O our Father. ... Make us 
more ambitious to be useful Sunday-school teachers, or dea- 
cons, or stewards, or elders, than to fatten on worldly place 
and power—and grow lean in soul by consequence. Make us 
more swift to serve than to shine, more eager to wield thy 
power to bless than to achieve any worldly distinction or 
emo!ument. ... For any office thou mayst call us to, grant us 
the supreme fitness to be had only by the bended knee, the 
opened heart, and the God-filled mind. ... Teach us the 
majesty of service, and the paltry cheapness of all worldly 
glitter. Deliver us from such absorption in earth's transient 
gains as would leave us neither time nor heart for the tasks of 
thy house. . .. Lord, when we get Home, let there be children 


to welcome us there whom our lips and lives have shown the 
way to God, and some adults whom we have helped along the 
toilsome road. 
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A Pilgrimage to Nicaea The Birthplace of the Nicene Creed 





By Mary Mason Poynter 








ICAAA, the city of my springtime pil- 
grimage, as the bird flies may be forty 
miles from Constantinople, but after 
the less buoyant fashion that men 
may travel it is reckoned some sixty 
miles from the old Byzantine capital. 
The easiest way to journey to it in 
these days is to cross the Bosphorus 
in the early morning, when the sun paints anew— 
always in rose color—the domes and minarets of Agia 
Sophia and her alien sister mosks. ; 

Just opposite Seraglio Point, on the Asian side, is 
the starting-place of the Anatolian railway, with trains 


not many times a day for points in Asia Minor and. 


that further mysterious region we call The Interior. 
From this Haidar Pasha we steamed forth almost 
exactly in the path of the- old caravan route to Bag- 
dad. Our littke--company-of pilgrims consisted of 
four persons, one of the four, happily; a historian. 
The train bore -us on, past fields of flax, exquisitely 
blue of blossom, to Nicomedia, at the head of the 
gulf that bears, or once bore, its name.’ Now both 
are called Ismidt. 

From Ismidt the railroad runs along the shores of 
Lake Sebanja, and the high hills in the background 
have already grown to be mountains. Beyond the 
lake comes the broad and fertile valley of the San- 
garius, through which we swept by fields, ready for 
the opium gatherers, of white and purple poppies, 
looking like huge tissue-paper flowers, and as if they 
ought to rustle as the breeze passed over them. 


Isnik is the name by which Nicza is called to-day. 
The site of the imperial palace, where Texier and 
other ‘authorities: say the first-great Council of the 
church must have’ been held, is now pretty definitely 
located on the little promontory to the northwest, just 
outside the walls where the placid waves of Lake As- 
canius advance and recede, bearing-no’ longer galleys 
on errands of peace or-war. Hardly one stone is left 
upon another of this historic palace. Near by a great 
plane-tree offers shade, and the view from this point 
is one that the pilgrim to Nicza should make it his 
first duty to secure on arriving, and his last pleasure 
and memory to take away on leaving. 

Said our historian, on the afternoon of that first 
day : ‘*To-morrow will be Whitsunday. We must 
attend the service in the Greek church, and, for associ- 
ation’s sake, hear the priest repeat the Nicene creed.’ 


Listening to the Creed in Its Birthplace 


Very shortly after sunrise on that Whitsunday 
morning word came to us from the village priest that 
the service was about to begin. It seemed that all 
the Christians of the town were up and abroad earlier 
than we, for when ve had made our hasty prepara- 
tions and entered the church we found it filled with 
worshipers, the nave occupied by the men, and the 
women standing in the outer aisles and up in the 
gynaceum or women’s gallery. Our historian and 
the ladies of his party were given seats,—-no, stand- 
ing-places,—in the deacons’ stalls in the main body 
of the church, —an unusual privilege to be accorded to 
women. The service at once began,—serious, simple, 
yet impressive. 

The church, built before the twelfth century and 
on.a foundation quite below the level of the. present 
town, lent itself to historical meditation ; its pave- 
ment was inlaid with old mosaics, and old pictures in 
mosaics ornamented the dome; on the wall was a 
marble tablet with the inscription, ‘* Tower of Michael, 
the Great King, Emperor in Christ."’ On another 
wall was the interesting picture of the first great 
Council, in which was the resplendent figure of Con- 
stantine with his three hundred and eighteen bishops ; 
poor Arius, the heretic, all in, black, being expelled 
protesting, with a few followers, from the company ; 
the Father and Son looking on from the clouds, and 
Lake Ascanius a bright blue in the foreground ; a 
picture crude in conception, but suggestive and of 
great ‘historical value. Who knows but its original 
was a product of the very period it represents! Dean 
Stanley, in his notable book, ‘‘ The Eastern Church,"’ 
refers to this picture, and speaks of it as ‘«‘ Commem- 
orating the one event which, amidst all the vicissi- 
tudes of Nicza, has secured for it.an immortal name.”’ 


=== 


Amid such a setting, the reading, the responses, 
and the chanting of our little service went on ; then 
the priest withdrew behind the holy gates of the 
screen of the high altar, and a slow, clear voice on 
the right began to intone the Creed. It was one of 
the great and privileged moments of a lifetime thus 
to listen, in the one church left to Nicza, to ‘the 
Creed in the city of its origin, and to hear the old, 
debated homoousion brought out with such thrilling 
and solemn emphasis, This closed the service, and 
we passed out of the church and into the sunshine of 
the churchyard in silence. 


Imploring Allah for Rain 


Outside another service awaited us. It was a peti- 
tion for rain. .For more than a month the skies had 
been almost cloudless, and the- fields were beginning 
to suffer from the drought. The people gathered in 
the churchyard for this second service made a pic- 
turesque company,—the priest in his embroidered 
scarlet robes, the men and women in their native 
costumes warm with color, and nearly all with the 
serious, earnest faces so characteristic of the Orient. 
Instead of using the Greek tongue the priest at this 
service spoke in Turkish, the language in which the 
peasants could most readily follow him, It was a 
quaint and poetic petition to Allah, telling him how 
the flowers were drooping, how the cattle were thirst- 
ing, and how the grain was looking up appealingly 
to the heavens for rain. The old women, standing 
bowed and reverent amid the tall grasses, sighed 
often, ‘‘It is true! it is true!’’ adding a soft ‘* Kyrie 
Eleison’’ in the language of their forefathers. 

The three greatest events in the history of Niczwa 
are the meeting of the Great Council of the Christian 
Church in 325 A.D., the siege of the city in 1097 by 
an army of 300,000 Crusaders, and the establishment 
of an empire of Nicza in 1204. As ‘we sat that 
Whitsunday afternoon on the ruins of what tradition 
and scholars now assert to have been the palace of 
the great emperor Constantine, who presided over that 
first Council, held also near Whitsuntide, each of the 
great events was brought vividly before us. 

We spoke of the Council; of the great Emperor 
halting between two opinions, not yet declaring him- 
self a Christian, but wise enough to see that the band 
of stern men in his army who had accepted the Naza- 
rene belief were more determined, more to be. de- 
pended upon, and more compacted in their common 
faith, than were the adherents of a dozen different 
forms of paganism ; of the ardent fires of religious 
faith blazing up during every moment of the sitting of 
that great body of bishops from every part of the then- 
known world; of Arius, with his determination to 
make an individuality of the God-man distinct and 
separate from the Father and the Holy Ghost ; of 
Athanasius, the fiery young enthusiast from Alexan- 
dria, still more determined to support the unity of the 
the Godhead ; and of the wrangles of those early 
fathers in the selection of the books which were to 
form the canon of Christian Scripture for all time— 
wrangles due to the intensity of their conviction. 
There were men in that Council (in 7e Council it 
might be called) with only one leg or one arm, and 
with other marks of physical torture suffered at the 
last great persecution under Diocletian, who had died 
only a few years earlier. Profession of faith to these 
scarred ‘‘confessors’’ was a matter of the deadliest 
earnestness. That is why they builded better than they 
knew when they formulated the Creed which, in sub- 
stance, is accepted by all Christendom to-day. 

The essential difference in the teaching of the two 
men, Arius and Athanasius, may be judged by what 
would have been the result in case the party of Arius 
had won. Two writers of such opposite schools of 
thought as Thomas Carlyle and Cardinal Newman 
agree that, if Arius had won, the result would have 
been the establishment of a belief in two Gods. 

With such a belief, paganism, which was still the 
religion of at least three-fourths of the people of 
the empire, would in all human probability have 
triumphed.; but the party of Athanasius, the followers 
of the vigorous, earnest, clear-headed young Egyptian, 
gained the supremacy in the Council, and the result 
was that the-Christian Church proclaimed for all time 
that- Jesus and the Father were one. 


nizes that the examination was well made. 





It is curious that the battle between the two parties 
ranged around the insertion, or omission, of the single 
little letter 2 

The party of Arius wanted to use the word Homot- 
ouston ; Athanasius wished to use the word Homoou- 
sion. Thoughtless writers have tried to ridicule this 
struggle over the ‘little letter z, but, without entering 
into details, we may take it as quite certain that the 
first word meant the declaration of the existence of 
two Gods, and the second of only one God. It was be- 
cause the people of Arabia and Syria would persist in 
their polytheistic belief to such an extent that even 
so-called Christians came to believe in the existence 
of more Gods than one, that gave’ great force 
three centuries later to Mahomet's teaching. He 
struck at the root of polytheism in those countries by 
insisting that his followers should have only two arti- 
cles of belief, of which the important one was that 
‘*«God is One.’ In reality the Nicene-Creed is not 
less emphatic. It leads off with the all-important 
declaration against polytheism with its first article, 
‘*I believe in one God,’’ No professing Christian 
has ever ventured to-go back upon this solemn and 
definite proposition. 


How the Books of the Bible Were Selected 


In like manner, the selection of the books which 
were to be regarded for all the centuries afterward as 
the canon of inspired Scripture was an epoch-marking 
event. Think of the great table loaded with manu- 
scripts. These had all to be examined. Many of 
tkem contained valuable matter, but much which was 
incredible. This had to be weeded out. Every one 
who has studied the books which it was decided not 
to admit as forming part of Holy Scripture, recog- 
On the 
other hand, no Christian would wish any of the books 
which are now admitted in our Bibles to be excluded. 
No Christian would care to have admitted any of 
those which were rejected, Yet the choice was not 
made without anxious care. The guidance of the 
Holy Spirit was of course relied upon in making the 
selection ; but referring only to human tests, the prin- 
cipal one which seems to have been applied was 
general usage. Was such an epistle generally used in 
the churches? Had it met with the approval of 
Christian men? Steadily, without haste, the manu- 
scripts were examined and the choice made,—so well 
made that I repeat it was made for all time. 

The Emperor showed his interest in the work of the 
Council by his frequent attendance. Remember who 
he was: the ruler of the greatest empire the world had 
ever seen. Remember that his predecessors had been 
worshiped as gods, that he himself bore the title of 
divinus. Remember, too, that his whole life had 
seen the growth of the Christians as a power inthe 
empire ; that when Diocletian, his predecessor, had 
abdicated, there had been no less than six emperors ; 
that gradually they had been reduced to two, himself 
and Licinius, and that only eighteen months before 
the Council met at Niczea there had been fought one 
of the great decisive battles of the world at Scutari, or, 
as it was then called, Chrysopolis. Important and 
decisive because the two leaders, Constantine and 
Licinius, consciously put themselves in battle array, 
respectively, for Christianity and paganism. | Licinius 
proclaimed that he and his friends were fighting for 
the gods of their fathers, and that his enemy was fight- 
ing for the new God Christ. When Licinius was, de- 
feated, he tled to Nicomedia, and every member of 
the Council knew that the issue of the battle had been 
in their favor, The Christian cause was for the first 
time triumphant over organized paganism. 


The old walls are desolate to-day, except for the 
perennial beauty with which they are clothed by 
nature. Ivy and creeping plants of many kinds 
climb up from the ruined moat, and drape with cool 
and picturesque hangings the towers and battered 
parapets that now have no armies to guard them and 
no enemies who would besiege them. The roads that 
once led from every civilized country. Niczaward are 
mostly overgrown and deserted. But Nicza, the 
tomb of three empires, still influences the world. 

CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY. 
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URING the nineteenth century the Sunday-school 
was, to a great extent, a neglected factor in 
missionary work. In the remarkable growth of 

missionary activity that occurred during the past one 
hundred years the Sunday-school had very little part. 

There were two causes for this: (1) as a rule, the 
mission boards put forth little or no systematic effort 
to introduce the study of missions into the Sunday- 
school ; (2) with few exceptions, the great leaders of 
Sunday-school work had an idea that missionary teach- 
ing in the Sunday-school was somewhat of a departure 
from the avowed purpose of the Sunday-school to 
teach the Word of God. wer 
One result was that the subject of missions in the 
Sunday-school was ignored in all the great conven- 
tions, both Sunday-school and missionary, that were 
held in the last decade of the last century. Not'a 
single address was devoted to the subject at the 
World’s Sunday School Convention, London, 1898 ; 
the International Sunday School Convention, Atlanta, 
1899 ; or the great Ecumenical Conference on For- 
cign Missions, New York, 1900. 

But the twentieth century is changing all this. A 
new era has dawned, and the Sunday-school is taking 
its place as one of the great resources of the Church 
in the evangelization of the world. ‘The leaders of 
both Sunday-school and missionary work are uniting 
to secure this end. 

At a notable missionary conference held in New 
Orleans in the opening year of the twentieth century 
(April, 1901) by the Southern Methodist Church, the 
subject of missions in the Sunday-school was for the 
first time given a place on a convention program, — 
an address of great power being delivered by Mr. 
John R. Pepper of Memphis, Tennessee, a mem- 
ber of the International Lesson Committee. In De- 
cember following, at a conference on Young. People 
and Missions, held in New York City, an entire ses- 
sion was devoted to the subject. Since that time the 
Young People’s Missionary Movement has pushed the 
work, giving space to it in all its conferences and 
institutes. For three successive summers, under the 
auspices of the Movement, a conference of missionary 
and Sunday-school leaders has been held at Silver 
Bay. 

The great Sunday-school conventions, too, have 
fallen into line. The International Conventions of 
Denver, 1902, and Toronto, 1905, passed resolutions 
favoring mission study in the Sunday-school, and 
gave it space on their programs. At Toronto an entire 
evening was devoted to ‘‘ The Relation of the Sunday- 
school to Missions,’’ with addresses by Speer, Pudde- 
foot, and other missionary leaders. 

‘The World's Sunday School Convention, Jerusalem, 
1904, which afforded abundant opportunity for wit- 
nessing missionary work in actual operation on the 
field, sowed the seeds of missionary interest in the 
heart of many a leader in Sunday-school work ; and 
at Rome, in 1907, the missionary note was sounded 


so continuously throughout the sessions that at the 
closing meeting one of the delegates said : ‘‘It has 
been the greatest missionary convention I ever at- 
tended.”’ 

At the close of the nineteenth century there was 
comparatively little literature available for introducing 
missions into the Sunday-school. Now we have it in 
great abundance. Not only is there the admirable 
literature put out by the Young People’s Missionary 
Movement in the way of text-books; libraries, pro- 
grams, pictures, and curios, but also a vast amount of 
material published by the various boards for their own 
individual work. Most of the denominational lesson 
helps now devote $paeé, ‘nat only to’special missionary 
lessons either quarterly or semi-annually, but also to 
missionary incidents illustrative of the regular lesson 
week by week. 

Nor have the interdenominational publishers of 
Sunday-school literature been slow to respond to the 
need, The Sunday School Times especially has 
rendered invaluable aid here. Probably nothing 
printed has done so much to show the missionary 
possibilities of Sunday-school teaching as ‘‘ The Les- 
son’s Missionary Meaning’’ prepared by Mr. Delavan 
L, Pierson, Managing Editor of The Missionary Re- 
view or the World, and printed week by week in the 
Times as one of its regular lesson helps. Almost 
equally valuable, though along a different line, is the 
admirable series of ‘‘ Missionary Studies for the Sun- 
day-School,’’ prepared by the Rev. George H. Trull, 
the recently appointed Sunday-school secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
and published by The Sunday School Times Company. 

From the beginning the Bible has been the one 
text-book of the Sunday-school, and the Bible is 
essentially a missionary book ; yet in almost all 
schoels missions have been practically eliminated 
from its pages. But with helps such as the foregoing 
this will no longer be the case. The Sunday-school 
of the future will realize that the winning of the world 
to Christ is the great central theme of the Bible. 

In the issue of The Sunday School Times for April 
14, 1900, the writer published an article on ‘‘ What is 
the Sraday-School Doing for Missions ?’’ with a sta- 


_tistical table showing what the Sunday-school was 


doing in a financial way. The figures given were for 
the fiscal year 1898-9. In order that comparisons 
may be made, these are now reprinted, together with 
those for the fiscal year 1906-7. The statistics for 
both years were kindly furnished by the secretaries 
of the various mission boards, and represent the twelve 
denominations making the largest annual contributions 
to foreign missions, and the Moravian, that foremost 
of all missionary churches. 

These statistics are worthy of careful study. With- 
out-exception the boards have made substantial gains 
in their receipts for foreign missions. In some the 
gain has been phenomenal. That one board should 
have increased its revenue 269 percent, and another 


224 percent, in less than a decade, seems incredible. 
Nor has the Sunday-school army stood still. -In all 
denominations save two there has been a decided in- 
crease in the enrolment. In some the gains run up 
into the hundreds of thousands. In the matter of 
Sunday-school giving there has been a decided gain. 
In only four denominations has the Sunday-school 
kept pace with the church, yet on the whole the results 
are most encouraging. 

The large amounts raised in some denominations 
show that the Sufday-school is a gold-mine capable of 
yielding large returns for missionary -work, and that 
the yield is great or small according to the. extent to 
which the mine is worked. The vein may be richer 
in some parts of the mine than in others, but a study 
of the methods employed by the various boards shows 
the results to be in almost exact proportion to the effort 
expended. 

In one denomination, the Methodist Episcopal, 
North, the receipts from Sunday-schools have now 
passed the half-million mark, the enormous sum of 
$524,852 having been raised by them last year. 
‘« This large contribution-from our Sunday-schools,"’ 
says Mr. George F. Sutherland, one of the secretaries 
in charge of the work, ‘‘is due to the fact that’ the 
Discipline of the Church requires the Sunday-school 
to give one collection a month to missions, It is 
further due to the fact that this may. count on the ap- 
portionment made to the various churches, The 
pastors secure the aid of the Sunday-school in help- 
ing them raise their apportionment.” 

The greatest proportionate gain was made by the Sun- 
day-schools of the United Presbyterian Church, the 
amount raised in 1907 being almost three times as much 
asin18g99. ‘‘ We have found the cultivation of the Sab- 
bath-schools one of the most successful forms of our 
work,’’ writes the Rev. Charles R. Watson, correspond- 
ing secretary of the board, in response to an inquiry as 
to how this gain was made. ‘‘ We began this cultiva- 
tion five years ago, and the influence of it was felt at 
once. The first year we issued nothing but a single 
leaflet to be used on a single day of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Quarter, which the General Assembly assigns 
as the particular quarter of the year in which foreign 
missions may be agitated in our Sabbath-schools, ) et 
that year the contributions advanced, not $200, which 
had been thé average for the ten years preceding this, 
but $1,000. We then prepared a scheme which 
touched the schools for six Sabbaths of the quarter, 
and now we provide for each Sabbath of the quarter.’’ 
The report of this board for 1907 adds this word : 
‘« The development of the Sabbath-schools has been 
most gratifying. A course of study, entitled ‘Our 
Soudan Relief Expedition,’ was prepared for use dur- 
ing the Foreign Missions Quarter. Provision was 
made for receiving contributions and recording their 
receipt on a wall map of Africa ; 225 schools followed 
the course, and the contributions advanced from 

( Continued on page 271, first column) : 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 14. THE RISEN CHRIST BY THE SEA OF GALILEE 


John 21 : 1-25. Commit verse 15 


Golden Text: Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.—Matt. 28 : 20 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HERE are two things that those who believe in 
Christ seem to find it very hard to remember, 
very easy to forget. I wonder if you can guess 

what they are. Jesus taught them to his disciples 
over and over again; and his disciples, like you and 
me, kept forgetting them. He taught them once on 
the shore of Galilee, more than two years before his 
death, in such a remarkable way that you would have 
thought his disciples would never need the lesson 
again. Butthey did. So he teaches it over again, 
after he has come back from the grave, in the same 
way and at the same place.- We'll see if we can dis- 
cover what those two truths are. 

Let us look back, first, at what had happened two 
years before. We'll read aloud, by turns, Luke 5: 
I-11. That time, the disciples thought their night’s 
work had gone for nothing. And it would have, if 
Jesus had not taken charge, and if they had not 
obeyed his order. What was the result of the fishing 
expedition with Christ in command? And then what 
did he tell them they were to do? (Luke § : 10.) 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


More than two years have gone by, and bewildering, 
terrifying things have en ; also something 
wonderfully joyful. They had seen the risen Christ; 
they knew he was alive and omnipotent. He had 
told them to go to Galilee and meet him there. So 
they were back on the familiar shores of the old lake 
again. Explain why they were still uncertain and 
unsettled, however, and why a fishing trip seemied 
the most sensible thing (Riddle, on v. 3; Gordon, first 
two paragraphs; Sanders, third paragraph). 

But they did not get much encouragement in this, 
after all, and their failure in fishing must have deep- 
ened their sense of the other, worse failure, as Mr. 


-Gordon’s third paragraph makes plain. 


Does: it seem stratige that they did not. think of 
their wonderfil haul of two winters before? Do you 
always think of past sunlight when the black clouds 
are about you? Perhaps they did.think of the time 
when Jesus was in command, but felt that that was 
all over now. 

Then what happened? Get the story told by the 
class, up to verse 14, in all its details, or have it read 
aloud if the pupils do not know it. It was the past 
right over again, was it not? Failure in business 
turned to success by Jesus’ presence and by obedience 
to Jesus’ orders. A phenomenal haul of fish, every- 
thing safe, and breakfast cooked and ready. That 
was the end of their night of failure! 

A clear-headed, successful business man—‘‘ iron- 
master” like Andrew Carnegie—says in this issue of 
The Sunday School Times: ‘‘I challenge any man to 
show a business directed by Jesus Christ which 
failed.’”” Do you believe him? Read the rest of Mr. 
Ridgway’s first paragraph, give the substance of it to 
your class, and let them discuss it. It is everlast- 
ingly true that ‘‘ Christ in command” means present, 
earthly prosperity. Christ plans neither failures nor 
poverty for those who make him their king and guide, 
and who yield absolutely tohisleadership. He taught 
this plainly throughout his life (Matt. 6 : 31-33; Mark 
10 : 29, 30). Look also at Mr. Gordon’s seventh para- 
graph, and Mr. Ridgway’s second. 

Vhis, then, was the first of the two truths that 
Jesus wanted his disciples to remember: fe 7s always 
ready and eager to meet all thetr earthly needs 
abundantly. e was as ready after his resurrection 
as he was before; he is as ready to-day as he was 
then, Let us never doubt him again on this point. 

And the other truth ? It was for Peter, and through 
him for them all, and for us. Go back a little. Only 
the night before his crucifixion Jesus had warned 
Peter and the others to be on their guard against dis- 
loyalty to him, and what did Péter say ? (Matt. 26: 
33-) ‘* Don’t worry about me; / care more for you 
than all the others do.” You know what happened 
before the next daybreak. ; 

What hope was there for Peter now,—the rock that 
was going to stand so firm? He had miserably for- 
feited all right ever to be trusted. What could Jesus 
have to say to him ? 

First, a loving reminder of the awful danger in 
self-confidence, and an opportunity to declare his alle- 
giance over again: ‘Simon, do you love me more than 
these?” After Peter’s answer came the message, 
three times repeated, of what Jesus would count upon 
Peter's now doing for him; and at the end the plain 
words, ‘*‘ Follow me.” 

—_ as Jesus had called them, two years before, to 
follow him in order that they might take men alive 


12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and break your fast. And 
none of the disciples durst inquire of him, Who art thou? 
knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus cometh, and taketh 
the ' bread, and giveth them, and the fish likewise. 14 This 
is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disci- 
ples, after that he was risen from the dead. 

15 So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon, son of ? John, * lovest thou me more than these ? 


-He saith unto him, Yea, Lord: thou knowest that I 4 love 


thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith to 
him again a second time, Simon, so of ? John, * lovest thou 
me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 
love thee. He saith unto him, Tend my sheep. 17 Hé 
saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of 2 John, ¢ lovest 
thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the 
third third time  Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou 5 knowest that I love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 18 Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, 
and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be 
old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird 
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldes* not. 19 Now this 
he spake, signifying by what manner of death he should glorify 
God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Fol- 
low me, 20 Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom 
Jesus loved following ; who also leaned back on his breast at 
the supper, and said, Lord, who is he that ® betrayeth thee ? 
21 Peter therefore seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, 7 and what 
shall this man do? 22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is ¢ha¢ to thee? follow thou me. 23 
This saying therefore went forth among the brethren, that that 
disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, that he 
should not die ; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what és 
that to thee? 

‘1 Or, loaf 2Gr. Joanes. ‘See ch. t. 42, margin. %4 Zove in these 


places represents two different Greek words. 5 Or, percetvest ®Or, 
delivereth thee up 1% Gr. and this man, what ? 


The, American Revision copyright, 1901, 6y Tnaomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 
His presence ts our power. 
To love Him ts to live for others. 
Note remain hun gry where He ts host. 


His glory has not lifted him above the feeling of 
our infirmities. 


Every profession of love must come to the test of 
the life of service. 


The best evidence of His confidence in us ts the 
call to his service. 


It ts always easter to discuss the duties of others 
than to do our own. 


Many mistake the business of regulating others 
Jor their own righteousness. 


They cannot see the Father's face who cannot bend 
to serve the least of his children, 


A life is great not by the measure of few mistakes 
but by splendid mastery over all mistakes. 


CHICAGO, 








for him, so now, and at his Ascension, he makes this 
his last message. Feed my lambs, tend my sheep,— 
make disciples of all the nations, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I commanded you,— 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name unto all the nations,—I send 
forth the promise of the Father upon you (Matt. 28 : 
19, 20; Luke 24 : 47, 49). 

There are the two great truths that Jesus would 
have us remember always: what he will do for us; 
what he wants us to do for him. 

And that is his message to those who, like Peter, 
have fallen away and forfeited all right to have 
any commission from Christ. He will take even dis- 
loyal disciples back again, and trust them with the 
Great Commission, the King’s Business, if they will 
but renew their vows of love and commit themselves 
to him once more.” Jesus can, and Jesus does, save 
sinning Christians, A new day had dawned for 
Peter and his successors. ; 





Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


T IS now generally held that chapter twenty-one is 
supplementary in character; whether written 
later than the previous chapters is probable, 

though not certain. The purpose of the supplement 
is evidently to correct the erroneous impression that 
our Lord had promised John should ‘‘tarry” until 
his own return. This, as well as certain expressions 
in verses 24, 25, suggests that it was written in view 
of the approaching death of the apostle. 

Place.—On the Sea of Galilee’(Tiberias), probably 
not far from Capernaum. 

Time.—The disciples went into Galilee not earlier 
than April 17. The stay in Galilee could not have 
exceeded three or four weeks. Some time during this 
period the incidents in the lesson occurred; in the 
spring of year of Rome, 783; that is, A.D. 30. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 2.—Nathanael: Supposed to be Bartholo- 
mew (see I : 44-52).—TZhe sons of Zebedee: John, as 
usual, does not name himself.—7wo other: -Sup- 

sed to be Andrew and Philip, each of whom was 
intimately associated with some of those named. 

Verse 3.—/ go a jishing: In Peter's case this 
meant ‘‘I go tomy old work.” It is improper to 
interpret it as meaning: ‘‘I go off for relaxation.” 

Verse 4.—Knew not; Because of the early twi- 
light or the distance, though Jesus probably intended 
to conceal his identity for a time. 

Verse 5.—Children: Not a term of affection. 

Verse 6.—Draw it: Into the boat. 

Verse 7.—That disciple: Pc soy usual designation 
of himself.— When Simon Peter heard: John Was 
quickest to perceive; Peter, to act.—His coat: The 
term occurs only here, and refers to a kind of blotse 
without sleeves, not to the usual outer garment. He 
bound this with a girdle, in order to swim.—Naked: 
See margin. 

Verse 8.—The little boat: Possibly a smaller one 
than their fishing boat, but John uses ‘* boat” and 
**little boat "interchangably.— 7wo hundred cubits: 
About a hundred yards. 

Verse 9.—Fish: The word is in the singular num- 
ber, and not that used in verses 8 and 11, but refers 
to fish as a relish for a meal, In verses 10, 13, the 
same term occurs, but is plural in verse ro, 

Verse 12.—Break your fast: Not, ‘‘dine.” 
term used points to the early meal of the Jews. 
is no hint of a repetition of the Lord’s Supper. 

Verse 15.—Simon, son of John: The better at- 
tested forma ‘Thus addressed three times, and not 
by the apostolic name ‘ Peter.”"—Lovest thou me 
more than these: More than the other disciples do. 
—Thou knowest that I love thee: Another term for 
‘“‘love” is used by Peter. See margins of Revised 
Version. The distinction between the two seems to 
be one of kind, rather than degree: the former point- 
ing to affection founded on esteem ; the latter, to 
personal affection. — Feed my lambs: Or, ‘* little 
lambs.” The injunction varies. 

Verse 16.—Zend my sheep: More than ‘‘ feed.” 
Some manuscripts read ‘‘ little sheep.” 

Verse 17.—The third time... Lovest thou me? 
Here the verb is that used twice by Peter.—Pefer 
was grieved; The change from ‘‘a second time’’ to 
‘*the third time” shows that Peter was grjeved be- 
cause the question repeats his own word as if. to 
doubt even his personal affection.—Knowest that / 
love thee: ‘‘Knowest” is not the same term as that 
in the preceding clause.— Feed my sheep: Some 
authorities read ‘‘little sheep.” 

Verses 18-23 state the incident which called for 
the writing of this supplementary chapter. It corrects 
the erroneous opinion then prevalent (v. 23). The 
whole narrative, with its remarkably minute details, 
points to an eye-witness, and attests its own truth- 
fulness. 

Verse 24.—This is the disciple: Virtually a claim 
that John wrote, not only this chapter, but the entire 
preceding Gospel.—And we know that his witness is 
true: The change to the plural points to others 
present, who added their attestation, probably elders 
of the church at Ephesus. 

Verse 25.—And there are also many other things: 
This verse accounts for the character of the Gospel, 
which is not a continuous narrative like the synoptics. 
The verse was probably written by John himself, 
though / suppose is not in accordance with John's 
usage in this Gospel. Tischendorf omits the verse 
on the authority of the Sinaitic manuscript. ‘‘ Amen” 
is a later liturgical addition. 
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Wanted: Love-Service 
By S. D. Gordon 


ETER was bothered by the rapid succession of 
startling events. He hadn't gotten readjusted 
yet. is mental perspective needed fixing up. 

The killing of Jesus was stupendously startling. 
payer crashed with that. Then the rising was 
as tremendously surprising. Everything rose again 
with that, but in confused shape’ in his mind. He 
was bewildered about what would come next, and 
what he should do with himself. He hadn't gotten 
his bearings yet. 

It seems a sensible thing, this fishing-trip. It ma 
have been like a turning back to the old life, the old 
occupation; but I’m more inclined to think that the 
lack of something to do, the absence of any direct 
word about just what they were to do, bothered them. 
The inaction was hard on Peter. It would be sucha 
relief to do something. The ‘‘dull mechanics of 
exercise" would help greatly, and maybe would clear 
their brains a bit,—just as grief is softened in its 
sharp cutting by action, and as a woman's knitting 
helps steady her nerves. 

So one day, in his usual positive way, Peter sud- 
denly blurted out: ‘* Well, 7'm going fishing.” The 
idea of doing something caught the others at once. 
What a relief it would be! So promptly they said, 
‘* We'll go ‘long with you.” But they got nothing but 
a water-haul, And the tinge of failure, half-uncon- 
sciously, was in their spirits. They had failed Jesus 
that last night, and now they couldn't even seem to 
succeed at their old occupation. Couldn’t they suc- 
ceed at anything ? they think. 

As the gray dawn begins to clear the air a bit, they 
notice a stranger walking along the beach. He calls 
out to them in a voice singularly quiet and clear: 
** Boys, have you caught anything?” And you can 
just feel the slump of discouragement in the very 
tone of their short, spiritless ‘‘ No.” ‘Cast over on 
the right there, and you'll get something.” They 
obey, half-mechanically, half-wondering, too weary 
to object, conscious of a power in the quiet voice that 
impelled obedience, 

nd now they can’t handle the haul. It’s John’s 

quick insight that recognizes the Master's ptesence 
in the kindly stranger. Like a flash, there came*to 
him the memory of that other fruitless fishing night 
two years before, and the remarkable change that 
came when Jesus took command of things. 

Ah! this was what they were needing,—a Leader; 
some one with that quiet tone of authority to tell 
what to do, and then to reveal his power through 
their action.as they do it.. ‘This was. the thing Peter 
needed to straighten things out for him. Jesus in 


command, giving orders, set his perspective all’ 


straight. Everything swung into line and cleared 
up. ‘The fog lifted. They were to be men-fishers, 
but strictly under orders to a leader. Of themselves, 
the best effort they could put forth would be utterly 
fruitless. With Jesus in command, and full obe- 
dience to his word, there would be revealed a tre- 
mendous power at work, with astonishing results, 
and yet no breaking of nets, no loss of strength. 

How thoughtfully the Master cared for their tired 
bodies after the long night’s work! A fire of coals 
burning cheerfully on the sands, and some fish just 
getting the brown turn,—how appetizing it did seem 
to these tired men! Did Peter have this in mind 
years later when he wrote down the words, ‘‘ He has 
you on his heart”? (1 Pet. 5:7; regular reading, 
‘*He careth for you.’’) I think likely. This meal 
was a bit of the preaching, too, As they obeyed his 
word, the results would come, and he would give 
personal attention to renewing their strength. Fast 
so he still does. 

Peter's restoration to the full privileges of service 
is remarkable. It shows not only God’s willingness 
to forgive, but his readiness to use again in service 


the man who has slipped. Yet, as a matter of com-, 


mon experience, the man who has fallen, after lead- 
ership in Christian service, rarely rises again to the 
privileges he has had. David's penitential psalm 
(Fifty-first), after his awful break, speaks of his again 
seeking to win men, and of their being converted. 
But all through the ages his ugly sin has been a sad 
stumbling to untold thousands who never knew 
about his efforts at soul-winning. There is many a 
sorry story of a leader in service, greatly used of God, 
who has had a bad break in life or in faith, or both, 
and who has repented and been forgiven, only to 
find the opportunity of service he had enjoyed com- 
pletely and forever gone. The break acts in a subtle 
way to destroy one’s opportunity among his fellows. 

Let him who has the privilege of leadership in a 
small way, or a larger, walk very carefully in the 
midst of the crookedness of a perverse world, and of 
a church in very intimate touch with that same world. 
A man needs to keep close to Jesus, and to ‘‘ walk 
circumspectly,”—looking all around, like a cat picking 
its way on the top of a brick wall covered with broken 
glass, and keeping a sharp lookout for danger. God 
will forgive, but men don't forget. The privilege of 
service, once gone, rarely, if ever, returns. 

‘*Do you love me with the tender lover-love of 
nearest intimacy ?” asks Jesus of Peter. And even 


though Peter would not now claim to have reached 
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up to so close and high a level, he is given the privi- 
lege of service among the Master’sown. Perso 
attachment to Jesus is the great secret of acceptable 
service. Do you really love? Then you mus? serve. 
And you w#// serve with an eagerness, an abandon, 
that no other service knows. Nobody who loves 
yooue can help serving; it becomes as his very 

reathing, instinctive and necessary to his life. And 
if you don’t love him with that tender, burning, pas- 
sionateness called love, the service may be full, and 
perp done ; but, compared with the real thing, it 
will be like the labored mechanical practising of the 
learner on the piano compared with the inspirational 
playing of a Beethoven, 

NANTUCKET, Mass, 
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Oriental Lesson -Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


te? night they took nothing (v. 3). _ ‘Oh, 
many a night we caught nothing,” said one of 
our boatmen as we rowed from Tiberias north 
toward the head of the lake. ‘The fruitless nights 
are always those on which we toil hardest and long- 
est,” added two other boatmen at once. 

When they got out upon the land, they seea fire 
of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread 
(v. 9). As soon as we landed, we walked up from 
the shore to the ‘‘ Seven Springs,” and there we found 
that a hired man had preceded us, kindled a charcoal 
fire, and was already frying some fish, which, as well 
as the bread, he had brought with him from the town 
of Tiberias. One of the party who lives in the moun- 
tains said that he had never had a full meal of' fish 
before, nor any that he enjoyed better. 

Lord, and what shall this man do? (v. 21). A 
native Syrian preacher tells me, ‘‘ Peter was a typ- 
ical Oriental. He is flesh of our flesh, and spirit of 
our spirit.” Seldom do people here ask me what we 
shall do, or what becomes of us, but they are eager 
to know what becomes of the Chinese, etc., and others 
who never heard of Christ. ‘The Moslems, who fast, 
pray. give alms, perform pilgrimages, etc.—what 
shall they do? 

I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written (v. 25). 
‘* He filled. the world with his books,” ‘‘ The world is 
not big enough to hold him,” or, ‘* The crop of grapes 


was so abundant that the world was too small to con-’ 
‘tain it’”’—phrases of such form are now in usé to in- 


dicate enormous and indefinite quantities. 
_ SHWEIR, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA, 


% 
Our Lord’s Bequest 


By Delavan L. Pierson 


HE great question that our’Lord put to Peter 
that morning by the Sea of Galilee he asks of 
each one of us, ‘* Lovest thou me?” And from 

us he asks the same proof of our affection, ‘‘ Follow 
me” and ‘‘ Feed my sheep.” The missionaries are 
meeting these tests of love most gloriously. They 
leave home and friends and comforts to follow the 
Master’s lead even unto death. They go into the 
fields where the ‘‘other sheep” are—dirty and poor, 
lost and harried by wolves—and bring them into the 
Great Shepherd’s fold. 

One of the notable ways in which the followers of 
Christ have undertaken to carry out this commission, 
and so prove their love, is by the mission schools that 
they have established all over the world. Here the 

oung lambs are trained for life in the Master's fold. 

hey are taught the Word of God and the laws of 
God. Over thirteen hundred thousand pupils have 
been gathered in thirty thousand mission schools to 
be fed. All over the world the missionaries are 
doing this in fulfilment of the Master’s bequest—from 
the Indians on the American plains to Eskimos in 
Alaska and the Arctic regions, the negroes in Africa, 
and the Moslems and others in Asia,—lambs of every 
type and color are gathered and shepherded out of 
love to the Master. 

The results of this work are clearly seen. Fidelia 
Fiske went to Persia, and for sixteen years cleansed 
the bodies and fed the minds and souls of Nestorian 
girls. Asa result, all the girls in her school above 
twelve years of age were converted, and many of 


them became missionaries in Persian homes. In 


Urumia ninety-three converted women, in one meet- 
ing, greeted Miss Fiske as firstfruits of a life whose 
motto was, ‘‘ Live for Christ.”” To-day the Fidelia 
Fiske Seminary carries on the work. In Ceylon, 
Eliza Agnew gave forty-three years to teaching in a 
seminary for girls, and was called ‘‘the mother of a 
thousand daughters.” When she laid down her 
work it was said that not one girl who had completed 
the course under this saintly teacher had gone out 
unconverted. Over six hundred whom she had 
taught were carrying the light of the gospel into the 
darkness of heathen homes, 

It is worth while to tend the lambs and shepherd 
the sheep. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


RP the first part of the chapter. When Jesus 
directs the business it is always a success—even 
the fish business. I challenge any man to 
show a business directed by Jesus which failed. 
‘‘Mr. Ridgway, do you mean to say Christian busi- 
ness men never fail?” No, George, I said when 
Christ directed the business. ‘The Christian men 
who failed were so self-sufficient they never con- 
sulted Christ. The ‘‘house” which takes Christ as 
a silent partner, and consults him, will have too 
much wisdom to fail (Jas. 1: 5). The trouble is, we 
are all too smart and in too big a hurry to ask and 
wait. Frank, you and Harry, who have just bor- 


. rowed some money and started that little business 


down town, turn to Matthew 18: 19, and get together 
every day and test the promise. Simply can’t help 
but succeed. 


Come and break your fast (v. 12). After Jesus 
had told them how to succeed as fishermen—where 
to find the business—you will note breakfast was all 
ready forthem. ‘This is always the way with every- 
thing with which Jesus has todo. Home, business, 
weddings, churches, Sunday-schools, newspapers, 
etc. He supplies every mow | (Phil. 4: 19). Lots of 
apparent success among Godless men. How long 
does it last? Liquor business, for example. Where 
I live, the rum business is a most profitable one; yet 
within a radius of thirteen miles there has been no 
real prosperity in that business. Thirty of our rum- 
sellers, ina few years, have come to bad ends. But 
few have died decently. In the same radius hun- 
dreds of merchants and manufacturers have pros- 
pered for years. Don’t you fellows let Satan fool 
you. God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap. Jesus is ever mindful of 
the comfort of his disciples, and your breakfast will 
always be sure. 


Simon Peter, ... lovest thou me (v. 15). Note 
the coincidences. Christ had just directed a big 
haul when Peter was called (Luke 5 : 4-10). There 
was a ‘‘fire of coals” the night Peter made his bad 
break (Mark 14: 54, 67-72). Those who have loved 
—and broken—but still loved in spite of all, will un- 
derstand how Peter felt these sad'hours since his fall. 
Here is this great catch of fish once more as if to say, 
‘*Peter, I am still the same; lovest thou me more 
than these disciples do, as you once boasted ?” (Mark 
14:29). Christ did a great thing for'you and you 
were converted. How you used to talk in prayer- 
meeting! In a weak moment you went back on him. 
Yes, you wept bitterly. He comes and does the great 
thing again for you, and says: ‘‘ John, lovest thou 
me ?’’—and what do you say? What do all you fel- 
lows say to a Saviour like that? 


Feed my sheep [little sheep] (v.17). Any one who 
doesn’t love little children—well, all find Matthew 109 : 
14, and find out what heaven is like. No one can 
really teach children who does not love them, Select- 
ing school-teachers is more important than selecting 
mayors or governors. What school board ever asks 
an applicant : ‘‘‘Do you love children?’’ ‘There are 
hundreds of school teachers who should be dropped 
to-morrow. Dr, Arnold, of Rugby, just loved his 
boys, and the fame of Rugby is world-wide. I know 
a young lady who is a student at one of the great 
woman’s colleges. Recently I called on her. As we 
walked over the beautiful campus, a stately woman 
approached. My fair friend said to me, ‘‘ Notice this 
woman coming,—she’s the head of our depart- 
ment.” ‘* This woman” sailed by, with head in air, 
without even a look or a nod of recognition. ‘* Why,” 
said I, in surprise, ‘‘ she never even bowed to you.” 
‘‘Oh,” said the little lady, ‘‘she never notices any of 
us.”’ I found out afterward that most of the ‘‘ flunks” 
were in her department. Yetsheisone of the feeders 
of the sheep in that college. I felt like saying ‘‘ Bah!” 
Sunday-school superintendents and teachers, Jesus 
speaks to you in this lesson to-day. Feed the little 
sheep. If they get into the Kingdom, you must love 
them in. ‘* Buta teacher cannot know all the hun- 
dreds of scholars.” No, not unless he makes a busi- 
ness of it. Not unless hereally wants to. Noharder 
to learn than Greek roots and German words. Bona- 
parte knew most of his army. 





When thou wast young...when thou shalt be 
o/d (v. 18). Peter gets his fortune told. So do you. 
Lots of you are living as though you had discovered 
the secret of perpetual youth. They are waiting for 
you over the top of the hill,—blindness, deafness, 
lameness, rheumatism,—you can name the rest your- 
self. What preparation are you making to meet 
them ? ‘‘ Blowing in” now means * hanging on” then. 
‘* Another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
wouldest not.” Poorhouse, maybe! Lay up for the 
winter. Yourchums willdie. Old codgers make few 
friends. There is only one sure Friend for an old man 
(Prov. 18 : 24), and if you don’t get in with him now 
the chances are good for a Godless old age. A friend of 
your youth who never dies. Read Ecclesiastes 12: 1-7. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 





LESSON FOR JUNE 14 (John a1 : 1-25) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
One dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two dollars for the best illustration used each week. 


Illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the ‘limes, free, upon request. 


What the Pastor’s Five Dollars Did for a Man—-v. 5. 


HILDREN, dave ye aught to eat? (v. 5.) The 
pe naturalness and sympathy of Jesus must be 
imitated if we would succeed with men. Jesus 
had a higher purpose in coming to his disciples that 
morning by the sea than simplyto supply a needed 
breakfast; but he recognized /Aa/ as an immediate 
need, and made it the opening wedge for the great 
truth he had for Peter. An old couple, with very 
slender means of support, were reduced to great 
straits by the sickness of the wife. The pastor, call- 
ing and seeing their distress, gave them five dollars 
to secure a few necessaries. e did not know it till 
afterward, but the man had been offered the oppor- 
tunity, by sympathetic liquor men, of making an easy 
living at his home by selling their liquor for them. 
He had been almost persuaded, but this timely help 
from another source, though so small, saved him, and 
led to a more favorable thought of the religion of 
Jesus.—Robert Caird Bell, Granby, Mass. 


How He Came to Love Christ—v. 15. 

Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? (v. 15.) A 
man thus described his conversion to the Rev. Mark 
Guy Pearse: ‘‘I never professed to be a Christian or 
' anything like that; but one morning, as I was going 
down to my business, I was thinking of those words, 
-*Simon, son of John, lovest thou me?’ I did wish 
with all my heart that I could answer them as Peter 
did. I felt very sad that I could not. Then it came 
to me, ‘ Well, if I cannot say so much as Peter, could 
I not turn them around a fittle and find something 
easier?’ SolI began to think there was one thing I 
could not say.. I could not say, ‘Lord, thou knowest 
that I do not love thee,’ and I found some comfort in 
that. At last I grew bold enough to look up and say, 
‘Lord, thou knowest all things. ‘Thou knowest that 
I want to love thee.’ Then I began to think about 
his great love for me; I thought of his life, of his 
words, of his cross, and almost before I knew what I 
was doing, I looked up and said, ‘ Thou knowest that 
I do love thee.’’’ And at that moment the conscious- 
ness of forgiveness and a new lite came into his 
heart.—7he Rev. Tileston F. Chambers, Saratoga 
p,shes. Se N. Y¥. From “The Teaching ‘of Jesus 

on 


cerning the Christian Life,” by G. B. F. Hallock. 


Not Alone the White Fleeces—v. 15. 

He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. (v. 15). The 
Saviour ever had first thought and care for his lambs. 
Wrote Dr. Talmage in ‘t Around the Tea-Table”: 
‘*Many of us pride ourselves on being gilt-edged, 
and when we go out to fulfil the Saviour’s command, 
‘Feed my lambs,’ we look out chiefly for white 
fleeces. God hasten the time when our Sunday- 
schools, instead of being flower-pots for a*few choice 
specimens, shall gather up the lambs on the moun- 
tains, facing the wind from the nertheast.’”’” May we 
hear the command of the risen Christ, and help the 
Shepherd of Israel to bring in the lambs whose fleeces 
have been soiled by sin and neglect, as well as the 
clean, white ones.— Bessie M. Rand, Standish, Me. 


** Somebody Forgets ’’—v. 15. 


He saith unto him, Feed my lambs (v. 15). A 
little boy, living in the most poverty-stricken sec- 
tion of a great city, found his way into a mission 
Sunday-school and became a Christian. One day 
not long after, some one tried to shake the child’s 
faith by asking hin some puzzling questions: ‘If 
God really loves you, why doesn’t he take better care 
of you? Why doesn’t he tell somebody to send you 
a pair of shoes, or else coal enough so that you can 
keep warm this winter?” The boy thought a mo- 
ment, and then said, as the tears rushed to his eyes: 
‘*T guess he does tell somebody, and somebody for- 
gets.” The saddest thing about the answer is its 
truth.—/uniata Rohrback, Washington, D.C. From 
The Epworth Herald, 


A Question that Shamed the Missionary—v. 17. 

Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep (v.17). A 
missionary in india tells of preaching in a village 
where the gospel story was unknown. The people 
eagerly listened. He was asked to repeat the story 
again and again. One heathen said: ‘It is so new 
to us, and we are slow to understand.” After the 
missionaries had gone on their-way, they were over- 
taken by a messenger asking how long it had been 
since Jesus died,—one, or two years? ‘* Do you won- 
der,” said the missionary, ‘‘that I was ashamed to 
tell them how many centuries had passed since God 
had manifested his love to the world?” His shame 
ought to be ours also, ‘* How shall they hear with- 
out a preacher ? eee Rohrback, Washingion, 
D.C. From The Record of Christian Work. 


The One Thing She Was Sure of—v. 17. 


Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that 
J love thee (v. 17). An old Indian woman-whose op- 
portunities for knowing the truth had been very 
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limited was seeking admission to the church. As 
her instructors were trying to show her the path, she 
was almost discouraged because so many times she 
must say,‘‘I do not know.”’ At last she said,‘ There 
is only one thing of which I am sure: I know I love 
Jesus, and he knows I love him.”—£//a M. Carith- 
ers, Apache, Okla. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. 


. 4 ‘ 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


UR FATHER, we thank thee for dawn after 
darkness, for abounding encouragement after 
fruitless toil, and for the presence of thy Son in 

every hour of need. When we look back over the 
long and blessed story of thy love to us, and when 
we look beyond to-day into the hopefulness of the 
still better days ahead, we are amazed at thy patience 
with us and thy tender care over us. What shall we 
do to show our gratitude? Suffer us to serve thee 
yet a little while, to feed even the least of thy flock, 
to render unto thee the praise of entire. devotion 
° thyself, in faithful service to those about us. 
men. 


After the Lesson 


What a dreary night those fishermen had! Why, 
when some of us have fished for two hours and have 
caught nothing, we have become discouraged! And 
when the disciple-fishermen were a‘ the end of the 
long night, and I suppose about at the end of their 
hopefulness, something broke. What was it? Look 
at the fourth verse. Yes, the day—the dawn, the 
light after darkness, broke in upon the darkness, and 
Jesus stood there on the beach in the growing light of 
that new day. It was like him, wasn’t it, to come 
just then? (Write, The Breaking Day.) 

And then something that might have broken didn't 
break. It was full, too, and the fishermen had hard 
werk with it. Yes, the net. Can you see the sun- 
tanned, sturdy fishermen tugging it ashore in the 
bright light of that glad morning? . Peter was over- 
board and: splashing: toward the shore as .soon as 
John said the one on the beach was Jesus...And in 
all the excitement that delicate, full net was not even 
torn, The big haul of fish was all brought in,—no 
shortage, no a. of. the blessing, no rending of 
the precious net. . (Write, The,Unbroken Net.) 

Once more something was broken. Look at the 
twelfth verse. Yes, their fast was. broken. The 
hungry men, after the dreary night, had break-fast, 
and with Jesus. Whata breakfast that was! ‘Their 
weariness, their hopelessness, their need, was Droken 
by the coming of rest; and encouragement, and food, 
and, wonder of wonders, the coming of their teacher 
himself. (Write, The Broken Fast.) 





THE BREAKING DAY 
THE UNBROKEN NET 
THE BROKEN FAST 

“1 AM WITH YOU ALWAYS” 











Tell me, please, the Golden Text. That is the 
secret of our light, and hope, and the fulfilling of 
every need—‘* 1 am with you always.”’ 

PHILADELPHLA, 

b 4 


Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 
(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs."’) 

‘* Tiow shall I follow Him I serve?’’ Psalm 95 : 3-6. 

** Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult.” (130 : 1-3. 190 : 3-6.) 

‘*Lead on, O King Eternal."’ Psalin 78 : 45, 61-63. 

‘*How sweet the name of Jesus (109 : 45, 61-63. 160: 2, 
sounds.”’ 17-19. ) 

‘* Hark, my soul, it is the Lord !"’ Pusin 236: 5, tm 32. 


67 : 1, 8, 9. : 1-2. 
"Go, ae my Gospel,’ saith the o> ed Pes eat 
rd.""4 


mes - (28 : 1-5. 44: I-5. 
** Happy the souls to Jesus joined.’’ Psalm 63 : 1-6. 
‘* Jesus, thou joy of loving-hearts,”’ (82: 1-5. 125 : 1-3.) 
> 4 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 


is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—John ar : 1-14 The risen Christ by the 
‘Tuesday.—John at : 15-25) ~~ °° Sea of Galilee 
Wednesday.—Luke 5: 1-11 . . .... The overflowing net 
‘Thursday.—Luke 22 : 24-34 . . 2... .. Peter warned 
Friday.—Luke 22 : 54-62 .......... Peter's denial 
Saturday.—Psalm 85 : & oe ore a 
sunday.—Acts:4 599-28 . 0 ttt th Peter's boldness 


Do you know what the Temperance Map Puzzle is? 
It?s a mystery ; you can’t guess how it’s done, butit teaches 
temperance with a vim. Have it ready for Temperance 
Sunday,—azo cents, from The Sunday. School Times Co. 
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[Graded Helps] 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


How Jesus Encouraged the Saddened Peter 
but Rebuked his Curiosity. 


1, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (John 21 : 1-25). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


be - last chapter of the Fourth Gospel is clearly an 
epilogue or appendix. The Gospel comes toa 
real close with the twentieth chapter. Its argu- 
ment is complete; there is nothing further to explain 
or enforce. The Messiahship of Jesus has been 
made clear to the entire satisfaction of every doubt, 
no less than his divinity. 

The appendix describes another appearance of 
Jesus to his disciples which is of peculiar interest. 
Quite possibly the reason for its addition was the de- 
sire of the writer to relate the incident described in 
verses 15-23. 

Apparently the disciples had returned to Galilee, as 
Jesus is recorded in Matthew and Mark as directing 
them todo. They had no duties and did not know 
how long they were to wait. Peter proposed that 
they try their old occupation. How natural that he 
should find in this homely but familiar round of work 
relief from the strain of the preceding days! ‘‘ Blessed 
be drudgery’ has real spiritual significance. By 
doing the simple task next to our hand, we often find 
our unexpected opportunity. 

The result of the night’s work was disappoint- 
ing. It was just as well that they failed. The 
disciples needed many a lesson of dependence. In 
this case a friendly stranger bade them cast the net 
again, they secured a great haul of fish, and he re- 
vealed himself as their beloved Master in the simple 
service on the beach. A thrill of joy passed through 
their hearts as they realized that he was with them 
once again. 

The reason for the appearance of Jesus then was 
made clear, Jesus wished to assure Peter of his for- 
giveness and to fill him with a desire to serve. His 
question reminded Peter of that boasting only a short 
while before (Matt. 26 : 33; John 13: 37), by asking 
him whether he is now prepared to declare his suprem- 
acy in loyalty and love. Peter drops all compari- 
sons and makes no more boasts. ‘He trusts in his 
Lord’s knowledge of him rather than in his own esti- 
mate of himself.” It is a repentant; humbled Peter 
who speaks. Even his word for “love” is less pre- 
tentious than that first used by Jesus. He is forgiven 
and given a work of shepherding and guiding God's 
needy ones. It was not to be an easy or an unevent- 
ful task, but one involving danger and martyrdom. 

Having received his commission Peter was anxious 
to know about his friend’s lot. He acted on his im- 
pulse, but Jesus rebuked his curiosity. Peter’s part 
was to struggle; John’s to wait. Each type hasa 
needed share in the world’s spiritual development. 





II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School 
Times Co., upon request, for a twu-cent stamp. 

Riggs (pp. 351-358) discusses the closing chapter 
very clearly. “The notes by Plummer in the Cambridge 
Bible are excellent; those by Milligan and Moulton 
seem to get more out of the narrative than the writer 
put in. Bosworth in ‘‘ Studies in the Life of Jesus” 
(p. 258) expresses, as usual, the heart of the chapter. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The significance of this narrative seems to be in its 
exhibition of the methods adopted by Jesus to inspire 
his followers for the dangerous and perplexing future 
before them. 

The Impulse to the Familiar Work. Was its 
significance exhausted as a means of employing idle 
time ? : 

Jesus Appearance. Why was this method of ap- 
pearing preferable to that of suddenly ‘standing in 
the midst” ? Does God get closer to us in common 
experiences than in unusual ones? 

Peter's Discipline. Why did he need it? Show 
how he received it ? 

Peter's Reappointment. Was the prediction of 
martyrdom regarded by Peter and the others as a 
penalty ? 

John's Place. Was it a loss tothe Christian world 
that John’s part in the first Christian century was a 
quiet, rather than active one? Does the man of re- 
flection have a place still? 

IV. For Home Stupy on Next WEEK’s LEsson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 

1. Review the analysis of the whole Gospel. 2. 
Compare chapters 1-12 with chapters 13-21. 3. Does 
20 : 30, 31 express its purpose as you see it? Why ? 
4. What other ends did the Gospel accomplish ? 

Boston. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E, Sangster 


te class may as well forget that it is meeting in 
America, and transport itself in thought to the 
Sea of Galilee. We are taking a walk on the 
shore in the early morning. Last night a group of 
men stood here who were very lonely. For three 
years they had spent most of their time in the company 
of their Master, Jesus of Nazareth. Twice since he 
was crucified he had — to them, and they 
knew that he had risen from the dead just as he said 
they would; but they were lonely, and they did not 
know what to do next. 

If the girls were asked to write on a slip of paper 
the names of the disciples who were oftenest spoken of 
in connection with the Master, they would write down 
thatof Peter as the boldest, the one who generally took 
the lead, and that of John as the most loving, the one 
who stayed nearest to Christ. Peter said, “I goa 
fishing.” ‘This was as. if he had said, at present I 
shall return to my old occupation. The rest said 
they would go, too. Think how they fished all night 
long with no success, and early in the morning, wet 
and cold, and weary, they turned their fishing boats 
empty toward the beach, 

Look, girls, and listen! Somebody is standing 
there, and there is a little fire with a breakfast cook- 
ing on it for hungry men. Who do you suppose kin- 
dled that fire? Whose hands laid the fish upon it? 
Those hands had in them the scars of the cross. 
Girls, you never eat a breakfast any morning of your 
lives that has not somehow been provided for you by 
that kind Friend who stood on the beach. The 
stranger called to the men and told them to cast the 
net on the right side of the ship. Notice that at 
once their nets were filled. Perhaps the teacher may 
bring to the class a familiar print of the picture b 
Raphael of the miraculous draught of fishes. Whic 
of the disciples could not wait to go to the shore in 
the boat, but threw. himself into the sea and thus 
sought Jesus? Before this, which disciple first rec- 
ognized the Master? How did Jesus single out 
Simon, and how many times did he say to him, 
‘‘Lovest thou me?” Why did he say this three 
times? What work did he commit to Simon Peter ? 
Was not this a proof of the Master's full forgiveness ? 
Did it not remind Peter that he must bréak the Bread 
of Life to those whom Christ loved ? 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


rt. What do you remember about Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd? 2. Quote the text in the quarter’s lessons 
that most impressed you. 3, What did Jesus say 
about the woman who anointed him at’ Bethany ? 
4. How did‘ Jesus dignify lowly service? ‘5. What 

limpse did he give us of our heavenly home? 6. 
Who did Christ tell his disciples shouid come to them 
when he was gone? 7. By whom was Jesus be- 
trayed? 8. By whom denied? 9. Who first saw 
him after he rose from the dead ? 


*% 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


HE boys read verses 1-14; then they watched the 
text carefully while I read verses 15-25. I 
wanted to put a certain emphasis into the read- 

ing of the queries which Jesus used, and I could not 
expect a boy to give this portion all the meaning in 
its mere reading that I wanted to — 

Verse 3 caused me to ask, What was Peter’s regu- 
lar occupation? Fisherman,—yes. Then his prop- 
osition to go fishing was simpiy a statement that he 
was going back to his regular work. How did the 
disciples feel about this time, do you suppose? Pretty 
badly, I guess. They had followed Jesus so closely ; 
and now he was gone. How do you suppose you fel- 
lows would have felt, under the same circumstances? 

The big catch of fish was extremely interesting, 
and quite enough in itself to hold rapt attention 
among the boys. I used it to the fullest extent I 
could to make a vivid impression of the scene. 

The questions and replies, which I read, formed the 
basis for the special lesson application. It was the 
teaching point which I had decided upon before turn- 
ing to lesson-helps, and the one which is forcefully 
brought out in Mr. Gordon’s last paragraph and in 
Mr. Pierson’s article. I used homely language. to 
clinch it—language that the boys would understand. 

In my own mind, it shaped itself: Service is the 
test of love. To the boys I said that our love was 
sometimes to be measured in the terms of coal- 
scuttles brought from the cellar, ashes carried out, 
errands run, household work done. How would you 
like me to tell you that you don’t love your parents ? 
Not much; and I'll not say that. But I will say that 
real love is measured by real, willing service. Jesus 
said, ‘‘ Do you love me? Then do this.” 

That's one lesson I get from the questions put to 
Peter. And another is, that the real Christian has 
got something to share with others. Peter could 
only feed the lambs and sheep as he had food. And 
the true Christian is constantly supplied with enough 
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spiritual food for himself and for others about him. 
If you and I really love Christ, then we will share 
our spiritual blessings with others. We will tell them 
of Jesus, and seek to lead them to him. 

esus asks of each of us the same question he asked 
of Peter, ‘‘ Do you love me?” Then show it. 

(Next week a novel review plan will be described 
here which needs to be begun the Sunday before re- 
view, Better look up this review article a week in 
advance, therefore,—before Sunday, June 14.) 


Home Work for the Boys on the Review Lesson 
1. Why is Jesus called a shepherd? 2, What promise does 
Sr give to those who die believing on him? 3. How did 
ary, the sister of Lazarus, show her Love for Jesus? 4. How 
did Jesus teach humility to the disciples? 5. What did Jesus 
teach us about heaven? 6. Who did Jesus promise would 
coine after he left the disciples? 7. What disciple stayed near 
Jesus after his arrest? 8. When Jesus said, ‘‘ It is finished,"’ on 
the cross, what did he mean? 9g. Tell, ina few words, what 
the disciples saw when they visited the tomb early Sunday 
morning? 10. What did the disciples possess, after Jesus’ 
first appearance following the resurrection, that they did not 
have before? 11. How may we prove our love for Jesus? 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HILE Elsie and Herbert were playing domi- 
noes, mother sat down to darn stockings, and 
said, ‘‘ Deai me! I left my thimble, scissors, 

and glasses upstairs on the bureau. Who wants to 
et them for me?” Elsie said, ‘‘I’m tired.” But 
erbert jumped up and brought them quickly, with 
a smiling face. Mother kissed him, saying, ‘‘ Doing 
little helpful things is the best way to prove your 
love.” Elsie looked ashamed. In some of your read- 
ers is this little poem: 


** ¢T love you, mother,’ said little John, 
Then, forgetting his work, his cap went on, 
And he went out to the garden-swing, 

And left her the wood and water to bring.’’ 


After telling about Nell and Fan, it ends this way: 


** How do you think that mother guessed 
Which of them really loved her best ?”’ 


Which one of the disciples told Jesus that he loved 
him so much that he would die for him? And yet, 
when he had a chance to peowe it, Peter denied him 
three times, and said he didn’t even know him, _He 
was so. sorry about it afterwards that he cried, but 
then it was too late to. tell Jesus, for they led him to 
the,cross where he died, and he was soon buried. 

On Easter morning, when Peter heard. that Jesus 
had risen and was alive, he ran to the grave hoping 
to see him, for he truly loved Jesus, but Jesus wasn’t 
there. An angel had said to Mary: ‘ He is not here; 
he is risen. Go, tell his disciples and Peter [Mark 
16 : 7] to go back to Galilee: there shall ye see him.” 
Mary did tell, but that very Easter morning she saw 
Jesus. Laterin the day, two men walked and talked 
with him, and that night he stood among the disci- 
ples and said, ‘‘Peace be unto you.” He came a 
second time, too, when Thomas was with them. 
Soon they went back to Galilee and their fishing 
there. (Sketch the sea and boat.) One night seven 
of them went fishing. Among them were: 


** Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum,”’ etc. 


Thomas was there, too. All night they fished, but 
caught nothing; so they felt tired, discouraged, and 
hungry. ‘Toward morning they saw a man standing 
on the shore (complete chapter 21: 5-11). It was 
Peter who couldn’. wait for the ship to land, but he 


helped to pull in the heavy net of fishes. How good 


the warm fire felt (sketch it), and how they enjoyed 
the bread and fish which Jesus invited them to eat! 

This was the third time that they had seen Jesus 
since that Easter morning (show the _—, 

When they were warmed and fed, Jesus said to 
Peter, ‘*Do you love me? [write it] more than 
these boats and nets,’’ etc. Peter said, ‘‘ Yes, Lord, 
you know I do.” Then Jesus told him how he could 
orove it: ‘‘If you love me, feed my lambs.” (Add 
ff and Feed my Lambs.) A second and a third time 


i¢ YOU LOVE ME? 


EED MY LAMBS 
OLLOW ME 














Jesus asked, ‘‘ Do you love me ?” and Peter answered, 
‘*Yes, Lord.” No wonder that it grieved him to 
recall that Jesus asked the question just as many 
times as Peter had denied him. 

Perhaps Jesus was thinking of the time when Peter 
said, ‘‘I love you 'so much that I would follow you 
anywhere, and would die for you.'’’ So Jesus now 
said to him, ** Follow Me’’ (add that). Then he 
told him that perhaps some day, when he was old, 
he might have to die to prove his love. Peter won- 
dered whether the other disciples would follow him, 
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too. Jesus knew they would, but he said kindly to 
Peter: ‘‘ Never mind about them. You follow me,” 
and Peter did. He never denied Jesus again. Sing: 


‘* Jesus, I will follow thee.’’ 


Some days later, the eleven disciples were with 
gs for the last time on a mountain near Jerusa- 
em. The time had come for him to leave them, to 
go back to the heavenly home. - He said: ‘‘ Remem- 
ber what I have told you, and go, teach it to all the 
world.” Then he gave them this promise: ‘‘ Lo, I 
am with you always, even untothe end of the world.” 
Then while he blessed them, a cloud carried him out 
of their sight. . ‘I'‘hey remembered that he said, “If 
you love me, feed my lambs and follow me.” Sing: 


** Love him, love him, all ye little children.’’ 


‘<p 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


CANADA.—In the November gth issue of The Sunday 
School ‘Times you mention two leaflets to be used..in k 
teachers interested. Can you mention more of a similar 


‘kind, with price, stating names of publishers ? 


The Sunday School Times Company has quitea 
line of these leaflets, and will. send a catalogue on 
application. They range in price from one cent each 
to ten, fifteen and twenty-five cents..-The Pilgrim 
Press of Boston also has a very choice line, includin 
‘Decision Day,” ‘‘Little Parishes of Eight,” an 
‘‘The Art of Asking Questions.” These are five 
cents each. You might write to the. World Sunday 
School Supply Company of Toledo, Ohio, for a set of 
their Helper Leaflets, which were issued largely for 
this purpose. Indeed, so far as I. know, every de- 
nominational publishing house and independent Sun- 
day-School supply house will be able to furnish leaf- 
lets of this sort. 





ONTARIO.—Have you found the use of class tables satis- 
factory? Where can they be purchased? What is the best 
style? Where can we secure pictures of prominent mission- 
aries, about 16 x 20 in size? 

Class tables are good provided you have movable 
chairs that can be arranged about them. The table 
should be small; two feet is long enough. A good 
drawer that will hold the class books and other 
property of the class is desirable. Such tables can 
be had anywhere, or they can be. made. 

I suggest that. you write to your denominational 
board for some of the charts, etc., issued by the Young 
People’s Missionary .Movement,.156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, and you will find as much as you have 
wall space to display. .The pictures of the mission- 
aries of your own church would be very desirable if 
they are obtainable, but I think you will have diffi- 
culty in finding them, except some of those more 
noted, like John G. Paton. The Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
would know about that. 





NEWPORT NEws, VA.—I have a teacher who is punctual, 
but utterly unable to hold his class—can't get attention or 
enforce discipline. ‘That class learns nothing, save to regard 
the Sunday-school as play hour; what should I do? Don't 
recommend change to another class. I have tried that. 

This is a case for heroic treatment, and the sooner 
it is applied the better. Every Sunday’s delay makes 
the problem more difficult to. solve. It is like sliding 
down hill,—the farther one goes the harder it is to 
stop. It is your duty to the whole school, as well as 
to that class itself, to remedy this matter at once. 
It is evident that the teacher is a misfit, and should 
give up the class immediately. It is possible the 
scholars have been together so long ungoverned that 
they have discovered they can do anything. In this 
event they should be separated. If you have several 
other classes of scholars of this age, dividing this 
class up and spreading it, about one or two ina place, 
would probably solve the difficulty. It may be one 
or two of the scholars would leave the school; but 
that is infinitely better than to have the school de- 
moralized by a class that is continually disorderly. 
The better way, if it could be done, would be to find 
a teacher for the class who really can govern it. The 
very best teaching ability in the world counts for 
nought unless the teaching is made sufficiently inter- 
esting to command attention. The trouble is not 
with your scholars, but with the teacher. We must 
take scholars as we find them, and any scholars will 
give attention, under normal conditions, when they 
have something really worth attending to, put in an 
attractive form. 

Without doubt that class has a leader among the 
scholars whom they all gladly follow in their mischief. 
If you could take that leader and those next to the 
leader, perhaps one by one, into your counsels and 
your home, and lay the whole situation before them, 
you might solve the difficulty. Perhaps if you take 
out the ringleader, and make him a subordinate offi- 
cer somewhere, if to do nothing more than to fold 
papers, it would help. I have done that very thing 
with success, and saved the scholar, and saved the 
class thereby. Whatever you do, do not scold, and 
don't give up the scholars unless you have to, but 
keep the interest of the whole school uppermost. 
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Another Chance 


A Dramatic Lyric 


From “ The Toiling of Felix and Other Poems,” by Henry 
van Dyke; copyright, 1900, by Charles Scribner's Sons. 


OME, give me back my life again, you heavy-handed 
Death ! 
Uncrook your fingers from my throat, and let me 
draw my breath. 
You do me wrong to take me now—too soon for me to die— 
Ah, loose me from this clutching pain, and hear the reason 
why. 


I know I’ve had my forty years, and wasted every one ; 
And yet, I tell you honestly, my life is not begun ; 
I’ve walked the world like one asleep, a dreamer in a 
trance ; 
But now you’ve gripped me wide awake,—I want another 
. chance. 


My dreams were always beautiful, my thoughts were high 


and fine ; 

No life was ever lived on earth to match those dreams of 
mine. 

And would you wreck them unfulfilled? What folly, nay, 
what crime ! 


You rob the world, you waste a soul, —give me a little time. 


You’ll hear me? Yes, I’m sure you will, my hope is not 
in vain: 

‘I feel the even pulse of peace, the sweet relief from pain ; 

The black fog rolls away from me; I’m free once more to 
plan: 

Another chance is all I need to prove myself a man. 


The world is full of warfare ’twixt the evil and the good ; 

I watched the battle from afar as one that understood 

The shouting and confusion, the bloody, blundering fight, — 

How few there are that see it clear, how few that wage it 
right ! 


The captains flushed with foolish pride, the soldiers pale 
with fear, 

The faltering flags, the feeble fire from ranks that swerve 
and veer, : 

The wild mistakes, the dismal doubts, the coward hearts 
that flee, — ; 

The good cause needs a nobler knight to win the victory. 


A man whose soul is pure. and strong, whose sword is 
bright and keen, 
Who knows the splendor of the fight, and what its issues 


mean ; 

Who never takes one step aside, nor halts, though hope 
be dim, 

But cleaves a pathway thro’ the strife, and bids men follow 
him. 


No blot upon his stainless shield, no weakness in his arm ; 

No sign of trembling in his face to breale his valor’s charm ; 

One man like this could stay the flight and lead the waver- 
ing line ; ‘ 

Ah, give me but a year of life,—I’ll make that glory mine! 


Religion? Yes, I know it well; I’ve heard its prayers 
and creeds, 

And seen men put them all to shame with poor, half-hearted 
deeds. 

They fol'ow Christ, but far away; they wander and they 
doubt. 

I’ll serve him in a better way, and live his precepts out. 


You ses, I’ve waited just for this; I could not be content 
To own a feeble, faltering faith with human weakness blent. 
Too many runners in the race move slowly, stumble, fall ; 
But I will run so straight and swift I shall outstrip them all. 


Oh, think what it will mean to men, amid their foolish 
strife, 

To see the clear, unshadowed light of one true Christian life, 

Without a touch of selfishness, without a taint of sin, — 

With one short month of such a life a new world would 
begin ! 


And love !—I often dream of that—the treasure of the 
earth ; 

How little they who use the coin have realized its worth ! 

’Twill pay all debts, enrich all hearts, and make all, joys 
secure. 

But love, to do its perfect work, must be sincere and pure. 


My heart is full of virgin gold. I'll pour it out and spend 

My hidden wealth, with lavish hand, on all who call me 
friend. 

Not one shall miss the kindly deed, the largess of relief, 

The generous fellowship of joy, the sympathy of grief. 


I’ll say the loyal, helpful things that make life sweet and 
fair, 
I’li pay the gratitude I owe for human love and care. 
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Perhaps I’ve been at fault sometimes,—I’ll ask to be for- 


given, 
And make this very room of mine seem like a little heaven. 


For one by one I’ll call my friends to stand beside my 

I'll speak the true and tender words that I have left un- 
said ; 

And every heart shall throb and glow, all coldness melt 


away 
Around my altar-fire of love,—ah, give me but one day ! 


What’s that? I’ve had another day, and wasted it again? 

A priceless day, in empty dreams, —another chance in vain ? 

Thou fool—this night—it’s very dark—the last—this chok- 
ing breath— 

One SS on a dreamer’s soul—God, this is 
death, 








For Children at Home 





‘The New Name 
By Helen Somerville 


UNT JULIA was rocking back and forth in the 
A little parlor. Sunday was the ary that 
she would take time for rocking. ee 

she was always busy. 

It was half past eee, and Charity came in from 
Sunday-school. Aunt Julia had given the child a 
home ever since the death of her parents. Charity 
had plenty to eat, and respectable ag ot to wear, 
but there were other things that she longed for. 

The child often sobbed herself to sleep because she 
missed the ‘‘good-night talk’’ that made going to 
bed a pleasure when mother was living. ‘‘ Oh, if 
Aunt Julia would only be like mother!” she often 
sighed. 

As she came into the little parlor, she exclaimed, 
* Aunt Julia, my Sunday-school teacher gave me a 
present. See! it’s a New Testament, but it’s not ex- 
actly like the other one,—it’s re—revised. That is, 
some of the words are changed to make the meaning 
plainer.” 

‘*How did she happen to give it to you?” asked 
Aunt Julia. 

‘* Weill, I'll tell you. You know how I have always 
disliked my name. It sounds so old-fashioned and 
hard, somehow. Mama used to call me Cherry and 
Chatty, and Charity seems so—so horrid/"” One 
time poe a sign in a drug-store, ‘Soda-water as 
cold as charity,’ and I always think of ‘it when you 
call me, Aunt Julia.” ' 

** You need not expect me to say Cherry or Chatty, 
for your name is Charity,” said Aunt Julia. . 

‘*Oh, yes, I know,” and the child gave a little 
sigh. ‘But let me tell you, Aunty, I was talking to 
Miss Raven about my name, and ‘she asked me to 
come past her home, and she took me in, and gave 
me this book, and marked a chapter for me to read. 
She says that she is sure I shall change my opinion 
about my name when I read this chapter, so now I’m 
going up to my room to read it.” 

A few minutes later, the child was comparing the 
words in the Revised Version with those in her old 
little New Testament, opened at the thirteenth chap- 
ter of 1 Corinthians. ith wonder and pleasure she 
read the words, ‘‘ Love suffereth long, and is kind; 
love envieth not; love... doth not behave itself un- 
seemly, seeketh not its own,... beareth all things, 


-days 


believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all. 


things. Love never faileth.... Now abideth faith, 
oe og love, these three; and the greatest of these is 
ove.” 

‘*Oh!” she exclaimed aloud, ‘‘to think that my 
dreadful name has such a beautiful meaning! I shall 
never feel again that I dislike it. I shall always feel 
when ae are saying ‘Charity’ that they mean 
‘ Love.’ nd when Aunt Julia says she took me for 
the sake of charity, I shall know that she really took 
me for love’s sake. That will make such a differ- 
ence. Oh, I’m so glad!” 

When the child returned to the little parlor, she 
exclaimed, ‘‘Aunt Julia, I’ve found out that my 
name means ‘ Love.’ So now every time you call me, 
I shall know that you mean ‘ Love.’ Isn't that beau- 
tiful? It makes me so happy! And now I am going 
to live so that you can’t help thinking that I’m like 
my name. God is going to help me, for I’ve asked 
him. I feel that I love every one now, even that 
cross old man at the corner.” 

Charity looked closely at her aunt, and saw a tear 
rolling slowly down each cheek. 

‘*Aunt Julia,” she said, her voice trembling a 
little, ‘I love you! And now let me show it some- 
times, because I am so mother-sick! Will you let me 
give you a hug ?” 

And the child threw her arms around the old lady’s 
neck. To her surprise, Aunt Julia said, ‘‘ The Lord 
ype vou, my dear! Little Charity, you are a little 

ove!” 
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With the New Books 





The books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated (as net). 


Bible Facts to Enliven Teaching.—When the 
teacher feels that he is losing his grip on ‘‘ those boys” 
is just the moment to consider the need of fresh and 
striking material. A booklet entitled The Bible Dic- 
tionary should help him. The rare, the curious, the 
sublime facts of Holy Writ are classified and arranged 
to help the teacher in a.systematic study of the Word. 
The Text Recorder is an additional feature that will 
find friends. The 167 pages bear evidence of pains- 
taking work on the part of E. W. and Catherine 
Smith, the compilers. (Published at Rochester, New 
York. by the compilers. 25 cents). 


What the Samaritans Believe.—All who are in- 
terested in Oriental and biblical studies owe Dr. 
Barton thanks for his editorship of several very inter- 
esting discussions from the hand of the present 
Samaritan high priest. They present the modern 
theology of the Samaritans, especially in its contrast 
to Judaism. It cannot be said that the present publi- 
cation gives anything essentially new; the high priest 
is the faithful agent of the stock tradition of his people, 
—that Gerizim, not Jerusalem, has always been the 
true sanctuary for God’s worship. But the reading 
of this article will give an impression of considerable 
intellectual ability on the part of the Samaritans in 
their handling of biblical questions and of anti-Jewish 
polemics. It must be remembered that many emi- 
nent critical scholars have sided with the Samaritans 
in a number of their contentions. The reference to 
the ‘‘ Holy Spirit” (p. 19) is not a genuine article of 
the Samaritan faith, and must be regarded as a loan 
from Islam. (Mount Gerizim, the One True Sanc- 
tuary. By Jacob, Son of Aaron, High Priest of the 
Samaritans. Translated by Abdullah ben Kori. 
Edited by William E. Barton, D.D. Reprinted from 
Bibliotheca Sacra, July, 1907.) 


Essays and Heroines for Children.—Mr. Mabie is 
more than editor, litterateur, or lecturer. He is ex- 
= in educational theory and in child culture. When 

e collects essays, or stories of heroines, that ‘every 
child should know,” we have a right to feel pretty 
well satisfied with the collection before we examine 
it,—provided we know about what aged: child it is 
that is being provided for. An excellent collection of 
essays this is, but let the mothers understand that 


‘they are’ not for kindergarten children, and indeed 


for few children under their teens. The ‘‘ heroines,” 
being stories, can command a more youthful audi- 
ence; but let it also be understood that this collec- 
tion, like the essays, is good for older brothers and 
sisters, and about as good also for fathers and mothers. 
That is no stricture on them, but is in their favor. 
Both books are wortha prominent place on the family 
book-shelf that is just a little too high up for the 
primer class to reach. (Heroines Every Child Should 

“now. Co-edited by Hamilton W. Mabie and Kate 
Stephens. go cents, net; postage, 12cents. ssays 
Every Child Should Know... Edited by Hamilton 
W. Mabie. Doubleday, Page & Co. gocents, net; 
postage, 10 cents.) 

The Religion and Worship of the Synagogue.— 
The best presentation that has yet —— in Eng- 
lish garb of ‘‘The Religion and Worship of the 
Synagogue” is the volume bearing that title, by 
W. O. E. Oesterley and G. H. Box. The authors have 
made a*careful and thorough study of modern inves- 
tigations and have also drawn liberally upon direct 
sources. The work is not only to be recommended 
as a safe guide, but ought to be read by all students 
of the beginnings of Christianity. Jesus and the New 
Testament cannot be understood without some knowl- 
edge of the Jewish religion current in the days of 
Jesus ; and even for the later periods of Christianity, 
an appreciation of the rites and tenets of the syna- 
gogue is essential. The authors write in a broad and 
sympathetic spirit, and their work will help to dispel 
many misconceptions popularly held about Judaism. 
The three chapters in the first division, on ‘‘ The 
Sources of Judaism,” are especially to be commended 
as an admirable synopsis of a literature covering vol- 
umes and extending over centuries ; and in the third 
division of the book, dealing with the rites and cus: 
toms of the Jews, a mine of information is condensed 
in a most skilful manner. ‘The illustrations are not 
well chosen, and are too few in number to be of any 
real value. The second division of the book, on 
‘* Dogmatic Judaism,” is not quite as satisfactory, too 
much stress bcing laid upon occasional and sporadic 
utterances, and too little consideration being paid to 
differences existing among Jews on such subjects as 
eschatology, sin, the belief in the Messiah, and the 
conception of God. The ‘‘Reform Movement” 
within Judaism during the past century is also some- 
what scantily treated. But these defects do not se- 
riously impair the general value of the work, which is 
also to be commended because of its attractive style. 
(Scribners. $3 net, postpaid.) 








270 ° 





The Best 
TONIC 


For the restoration of energy 
and vitality; the relief of mental 
) and nervous exhaustion, impaired 
digestion or appetite, there is no 
remedy so beneficial as 


HORSF ORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


Alcoholic 


It is a scientific and carefully 
prepared preparation of the phos- 
phates that provides the tonic 
and nerve food needed to improve 
the general health. 

If your druggist can’t suppl uu, send 2 
cents to Rumrorp Cuemicat Works, P: 
dence, R. 1., for sample bottle, postage paid, 
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Foreign Missionary Methods in Philadelphia 
The Story of the Lemon Hill Gospel Meetings in Fairmount Park 
By John T. Faris 
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T used to be the deiight of the Rev. Dr. 
James B. Ely, who was, until 1809, sta- 
tioned at the Furruckabad Mission of 

the Presbyterian Church in India, to go out 
among the teeming crowds of natives and 
speak to them. Work in the class-room and 
the church appealed to him, but at every 
opportunity he would plan to leave the sta- 
tion compound, to which the people would 
come by twos and threes, for the streets of 





campaigns were the result in a number of 
them. In New York City, especially, the 
work, inspired by Philadelphia, has become 
so well established that tent meetings and 
street meetings are now regarded as a part of 
the regular summer activities. The organ- 
ization of the Evangelistic Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church, which, under the lead- 
ership of Dr, J. Wilbur Chapman, has for 
seven years done much to encourage pastors 
and churches throughout the coun- 
try, may be traced directly to the 
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**It’s for us, too!’ 


the city and the country towns, where he 
could have auditors by the thousands. 

Then came a great trial. Circumstances 
compelled his return to America, But he 
brought the foreign missionary spirit with 
him, and from the time of his landing on the 
home shores he was on .the lookout for an 
opportunity to serve, That opportunity 
came when, in 1899, he reached Philadelphia. 
A committee of twelve, appointed in response 
to an appeal to undertake aggressive summer 
work, made by D. L. 
meeting of the Presbyterian Social Union, 
was studying the situation and beginning to 
| formulate-plans. Dr. Ely was called to become 
general secretary. It was his suggestion that 
foreign missionary methods be applied to 
Philadelphia’s problem, The people, multi- 
tudes of them, would not go to church; then 
let the churches go to the people. Why not 
att ct them by preaching the gospel in tents ? 

The suggestion was adopted. One tent 
was opened. It was a cheap affair, full of 
holes. But the people were attracted to it. 
The faint-hearted among the workers were 
encouraged, until it was decided to open 
three tents, Nine thousand dollars was the 
total cost of the work that summer ; but the 
results were so out of proportion to the ex- 
penditure that John H. Converse, who was 
| from the first one of the strongest advocates 

of the campaign, declared that his gift was the 
| best investment he had ever made. 

In the summer. of 1900 faith was larger, 
and five tents were open during the entire 
season. In I9QO1 seven tents were used, 
and work in the foreign sections of the city 
was undertaken. At Tenth and Kimball 
Streets, first on an open lot, then in a tent, 
| meetings were held for the Italian residents 
| of the neighborhood, Interest was so great 
that a church -was organized, and a taber- 
nacle, with a seating capacity of one thou- 
sand, was built. To-day a church of nearly 
four hundred members uses that build- 
ing, and some five hundred children belong 
to the Sunday-school. Already there have 
gone out from this church into Christian work 
at least eight workers who are planning to 
devote their entire time to Christian work. 

The success of the tent work in Philadel- 
phia aroused interest in other cities. Tent 














Moody at the April | 





Philadelphia tent campaign. 

For the first five years at least one 
church a year was organized or put 
on its feet as a result of the Phila- 
delphia summer work. The St. 
Paul Presbyterian Church, in West 
Philadelphia, of which the Rev. Dr. 
J. R. Miller is pastor, is a notable 
instance. Although less than eight 
years old, it has.a membership of 
more than one thousand, and oc- 
cupies a $125,000 building. The 
primary purpose of the summer work 
has not been the organization of 
churches, but this has fellowed as a 
natural result of faithful missionary 
work, 

In the spring of 1902, Dr. Ely, 
while walking in Fairmount Park, 
saw a fine open pavilion unused, It 
seemed an ideal place for open-air 
preaching. So he sought the Park 
Commissioners, and asked about it. 
They said they had tried to use it, 
but had become discouraged. Band 
concerts-had been given there, until 
the hoodlums made such a disturb- 
ance that it was impossible properly 
to police the, Lemon Hill section of 
the park, in which was the pavilion. 
Permission was granted to hold Sun- 
day evening meetings there with a 
warning of the conduct to be expected from 
the people. 

Then Dr. Ely proposed to the Evangelistic 
Committee to add Lemon Hill pavilion meet- 
ings to the regular tent campaign. It was 
not thought wise to do this, but he was 
given permission to go ahead on his own re- 
sponsibility, The fifty people at the opening 
meeting soon grew to more than five hundred. 

From thé first, music was given a 
prominent place in the services, 
The people seemed to appreciate 
this opportunity. They were as 
orderly as a church congregation. 
After three services, the Park Com- 
missioners became enthusiastic, a 
committee having been sent out to 
investigate and report. 

In 1903, the Second Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. Dr. Charles 
Wood, pastor, joined in the Lemon 
Hill Campaign, and paid a part of 
the expenses. The pavilion was 
covered with canvas. An advisory 
committee, representing all de- 
nominations, was organized. The 
meetings grew in enthusiasm. 
Pastors reported the good effect on 
their own churches, for men, women, 
and children reached at the park 
were beginning to take their places 
in the churches. 

From year to year the work has 
developed, until the Lemon. Hill 
Sunday. evangelistic meetings are a 
feature of Philadelphia summer life. 
Sunday morning services are also 
held, and on Saturday afternoons 
the children from the poorer sections 
of the city are gathered by the car- 
load and taken for a good time to 
the park and the pavilion. There 
they are given the freedom of the 
merry-go-round. Ice-water and ice-cream 
and cake are furnished. Before they are 
taken to the cars for the return to their 
homes, they are invited to the pavilion for 
songs and a brief gospel message. 

The Park Commissioners, instead of neg- 
lecting the Lemon Hill district, as they did 
before the beginning of the meetings, are 
devoting special attention to the pavilion 
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district, having already sack some thirty 
thousand dollars there on improvements, 

The Sunday morning attendance varies 
from 500 to 1,000, while there are usually 
from 2,000 to 3,000 at the evening service. 
A volunteer: chorus of 600 leads the music. 
Laymen from each of the leading denomina- 
tions have charge of the campaign. Sub- 
committees are appointed on children’s work, 
personal work, extension, and invitation. 

‘As a result of the careful work of these 
committees, people of every denomination 
and of all classes and religions attend the 
meetings. On the last day of the services 
last year it was the privilege of several of the 
workers, including Dr. Ely, to be enter- 
tained by Charles A. Douglass who has a 
restaurant near by. Before retiring, all the 
help were invited in, and Roman Catholic and 
Protestant together knelt to pray, after God’s 
Word was read. 

Workers tell many striking incidents which 
show the far-reaching effect of the work. In 
1907 a Mr. Jones, seventy years of age, one 
of a family of eleven infidels, with an infidel 
father, who taught him in childhood to dis- 
regard the church, to avoid Christian people 
and ignore the Bible, left the services so im- 
pressed that he made up his mind he would 
not leave the park until he came to some 
decision as to his ‘future course. At two 
o’clock in the morning he opened the Bible 
and read in one of the Psalms the words: 


. *I have been young, and now am old, yet 


have I never seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging bread.’’ He said: ‘*I am 
forsaken, and begging bread, and this is the 
fruit of my infidelity.’’ Since he surrendered 
himself to God, his life has been filled with joy. 

Two years ago a bright young man, with 
his wife, came to the services. While he 
had attended church occasionally, his father 
was a drinking man, and the influences of 
his early life were not good. He had pur- 
posely avoided all religious appeals. On 
this occasion he yielded completely, and has 
since joined, with his wife, the Methodist 
Church in the neighborhood. He has also 
started business for himself, has a comfortable 
home, has been instrumental in leading his 
brother into Christian work, and is constantly 
engaged in helping others to understand 
what it is to be a Christian, 

Dr, Ely, who.is planning, during the sum- 
mer of 1908, to devote his entire time to the 
meetings, was in Reading, Pa., in April, and 
spoke at an afternoon meeting. At the close, 
a well-dressed lady came up to thunk him for 
the conversion of her brother. He had given 
his heart to God at Lemon Hill. At the 
close of the night service, a lady sent her 
name forward, saying she would like to 
speak to him. And from the back an aged 


lady pressed her way through the crowd and 








“‘Isn’t this great, Jimmie ?”’ 


took his hand with expressions of gratitude 
for the blessings that had come to her son, 
concerning whom the sister had spoken in 
the afternoon. Thisson three years ago had 
given his heart to God at Lemon Hill. He 
has since joined the Reformed Church. Dr. 
Ely-visited the man’s home, to find that he and 
his wife are living devout Christian lives. And 
the husband is now a personal worker. 
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Missions and the Twentieth 
Century Sunday-School 


(Continued from page 264) 





$9, 307 to $13,964, a gain of $4,657 ina 
single year."’ 

The Sunday-schools of the Disciples’ 
Church (Foreign Christian’ Missionary 
Society) have more than doubled their 
gifts in the past eight years. ‘Our 
method of interesting the Sunday-schools 
in foreign missions,’’ writes Mr. Stephen 
J. Corey, the secretary of the board hav- 
ing the work in charge, ‘‘is primarily 
through our Children’s Day, the first 
Sunday in June. This is made a great 
missionary day, with a regular foreign 
missionary program and offering. A 
two-months’ campaign of education pre- 
cedes this day, in which missionary litera- 
ture is widely distributed, and missions 
are brought before the’ schools by the 
superintendents.”’ 


Last year, one of the watchwords of | 


this board was ‘‘ $75,000 from the Sun- 
day-schools for Heathen Missions on 
Children’s Day.’* This was an advance 
of $8,191 over the year before, yet it 
was more than realized, the amount con- 
tributed being $77,000, or $2,000 more 
than was asked for. <A unique feature 
of the literature prepared by this board 
is a poster with the pictures of all its 
missionaries. Hung in the assembly 
rooms of the Sunday-schools it undoubt- 
edly influences their interest and giving. 

The excellent results attained by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, are 
largely due to the fact that the Discipline 
of that Church (like that of the M. E. 
Church, North) requires every Sunday- 
school to be organized as a missionary 


‘society. In some respects this board is 


in advance of all others. In a most ex- 
cellent manual of methods, issued by the 
Young People’s Department of the board, 


ten points are urged on every school : | 
(1) The selection of a missionary com- | 


mittee. (2) Introduction of missions 
into the worship of the school. (3) 
Monthly missionary programs. (4) Study 
of the Bible asa missionary book. (5) | 
A supplemental course in missionary 
biography. (6) A course of missionary | 
study for teachers. (7) Missionary books | 
in the Sunday-school library. (8) A 








Fly to Pieces 


The Effect of Coffee on Highly Organized 
People 


‘‘I have been a coffee user for years, 
and about two years ago got into a very 
serious condition of dyspepsia and indi- 
gestion. It seemed to me I would fly to 
pieces. I was so nervous that at the 
least noise I was distressed, and many 
times could not straighten myself up 
because of the pain. 

‘*My physician told me I must not eat 
any heavy or strong food and ordered a 
diet, giving me some medicine. I fol- 
lowed directions carefully. but kept on 
using coffee and did not get any better. 
Last winter my husband, who was away 
on business, had Postum Food Goffee 
served to him in the family where he 
boarded. 

‘‘He liked it so well that when he 
came home he brought some with him. 
We began using it and I found it most ex- 
cellent. While I drank it my stomach 
never bothered me in the least, and I 
got over my nervous troubles. When 
the Postum was all gone we returned to 
coffee, then my stomach began to hurt me 
as before and the nervous conditions 
came on again. 

‘‘That showed me exactly what was 
the cause of the whole trouble, so I quit 
drinking coffee altogether and kept on 
using Postum. The old troubles left 
again and I have never had any trouble 
since.” ‘*There’s a Reason.” Read 
‘*The Road to Wellville’” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
One appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fullof human 
interest. 
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monthly missionary offering. (9) The 
use of missionary incidents in illus- 
trating Bible lessons. (10) Promotion 
of definite and intelligent intercessory 
prayer. With these high ideals in view, 
the foundations are being laid broad and 


crease revenue as to raise up a trained 
ana educated missionary church. 

The Domestic and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church isto be congratulated on the 
completion of thirty years’ successful 
work. Since 1878 the offerings of the 
Sunday-schools for the six Sundays in 
Lent have been devoted to missions. 
Through the systematic and painstaking 
efforts of the Rev. Herman L, Duhring, 
D.D., who during all these years has had 
the work in charge, the contributions 
have increased from $7,070 in 1878 to 
$137,914 in 1907, the total amount for 
the period aggregating the enormous sum 
of $1,866,040. It is worthy of note that 
the Lenten giving is preceded by a season 
of prayer and a period of seed-sowing. 

‘*We begin every October,’’ says Dr. 
Duhring, ‘‘on the Days of Intercession 
for Sunday-schools, the third Sunday and 
the following Monday, and have prayers 
on these days for God's blessing on our 
Sunday-school work. Then on the sec- 
ond Sunday after the Epiphany and the 
following Monday—these occur in Janu- 
ary, of course, and are the great mission- 
ary days of the church—we spread all 
manner of information concerning the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Soci- 
ety in the way of leaflets, sermons, and 
addresses among the Sunday-schools. 
Then we stimulate the scholars to a 
healthy rivalry by writing letters to the 
schools standing first, second, and third 
in each diocese. Besides this, I en- 
deavor to oversee and encourage the 
work throughout the whole land by vis- 
| iting schools, making addresses, and 
| holding missionary mass-meetings.’’ 





As heretofore, the Moravians lead in 
| the amount contributed per capita, the 


| average being 15.2 cents a year. (The) 


20 cents of the Episcopalians and the 15 
| cents of the Northern Methodists in- 
clude both home and foreign missions.) 
This is significant in view of the fact that 

Dr. de Schweinitz, when asked for the 

| methods in use, replied : ‘‘ We have no 
| special methods of increasing contribu- 

tions other than the ordinary appeals.’’ 

The secret of their success lies in the fact 
| that from the beginning the chief busi- 
| ness of the Moravian Church has been 
| to preach the gospei in the regions be- 
yond. The missionary spirit that per- 
meates the entire Moravian body is so 
strong an educating influence that special 
schemes and alluring devices are entirely 
uncalled for and unnecessary. 

Three boards, the Northern Baptist, 
the Reformed, and the Northern Presby- 
terian, are just entering upon active cam- 
paigns which will undoubtedly show 
great results in the near future. 

For the Sunday-school, the new move- 
ment for missions means new life and 
gfeater growth. Experience proves that 
the best thing any organization can do 
for itself is to give the gospel to others. 

For missions it means the solving of 
mary problems and the hastening of the 
coming of the kingdom of our Lord. At 
the Toronto Convention, Robert E. Speer 
conclusévely proved that if the Sunday- 
school should give one out of every thou- 
sand of its enrolment and an average of 
two cents a week in money —that is, 
13,000 missionaries and $13,000,000— 
the evangelization of the world could be 
accomplished in a single generation. 
Since many Sunday-schools have given 
more than one out of a thousand of their 
membership to be missionaries, and more 
than an average of two cents a week in 
money, these results, great as they seem, 
are not impossible of achievement. 


Detroit, Mic. 





deep, the aim being not so much to in- } 
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Sun is s the most durable Stove Polish. It $ gives a brilliant_and abid- 
. Itwill m. It will not burn red. It will st 
ante heat better than any io 4 Stove Polish 
@ most beautiful black lustre. yO ay Dy the 
shove ma ny be touched 8 tn a minute with it and may be kept bei bs on 
clean wi borand nodust. Try it and you will 


54 At all Grocers, MORSE BROTHERS Props., Canton, Tony vy A. 








The Natural Laxative Mineral Water 


GENTLE QUICK’ SPEEDY 
RELIEF CURE 


Try half a glass upon arising 
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Makers of Rubber Stamps, Seals, Stencils, etc ORTH TBROA ab iN DSTAME rive 
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Temperance Map Puzzle 


A clever and puzzling device consisting ef a map of the United States and 
a map showing how temperance sentiment is spreading. One map fades into 
the other as the card passes under colored celluloid screens—and every one asks 


How is It Done? 


A simple way to pass on the great story of temperance victories. A souvenir for 
Temperance Sunday ; it will be carried about for days to puzzle friends. 


10 cents each; $1.00 a dozen; $8.00 a hundred. All postpaid. 
SECURE FROM THE NEAREST BRANCH OF 


AMERICAN Baptist PusiicatTion Society PRESBYTERIAN HOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Philadelphia Chicago Boston Philadelphia New Yerk Chicago 
New York St. Louis Atlanta Dallas St. Louis San Francisco Nashville 


Or from ‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Classified Advertising 


Help Wanted—Female 


MOT HER’S HELPER—Wanted. refined, loving 
Christian, experienced with children six months 
to two years old, as mother’s helper for two children. 
Please state experience, ‘age, references, remuneration 
asked. Mrs. M. 19 Dudley Place, Yonkers, N. Y. 




















The best place for rest 
or recreation or recupera- 
tion at this season is 


ATLANTIC CITY 


and the new Fireproof 


CHALFONTE 


is especially well equipped 
to supply the wants of those 
who come to secure them. 


Financial 


S!x PER CENT guaranteed investment securec by 

,000,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 

id investors du ring past 12 years. Write for book- 

let. New York og Owners Co., Suite soo, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New Yor 


“Soom 


aay to FIVE CENTS for catalog of Tissot Pictures. 
A complete list of 240 subjects. containing two 

colored pictures, easily detached. The Sunday School 

‘limes Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ghe Sunday School Gimmes 


Philadelphia, May 30, 1908 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pu) lished 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
NEW FOR 1908 age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 


—- Pp Fr O One copy, or any number of 
J 0 Y AND g A | S $ 1.0 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
Hoe ty 


: per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 
By Wm. J. Kirkpatrick and J. H. Fillmore To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
More so in this new book will be sung with enthu- . . ; 
siasm and delight than has appeared in ~ a book since the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
Bradbury’s time. Specimen pages free. Returnable | ively, for yearly subscriptions. 
book sent for examination. One free copy addi- 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 31-45 Bible Mouse. Woe Yeck Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
Agents$i05.51 Sper month 75 cent rate. 
pamenage THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











Write for Illustrated Folder 
and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


ALWAYS OPEN 








ON THE BEACH 
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THE MAYOR & 
SPOTLESS , TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And go he says to high and low: 
“The brightest use SAPOLIO."* 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
that ity. If this can be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake o 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 
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Pews, Pulpits, Altar Chairs 
Sunday-school Seats, portable 
chairs, collection plates, com- 

, manien tables, lodge furniture, 
etc. Ask for hig catalog No, go. 


SS tid, "Cieagen e 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 


aap | Geérge H. Springer, 


0.21, 

anager, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 

THE GREAT CHURCH 

For eiectriz, gas, or oil, Send 

dimensions. Book of Light and 


LIGHT 


i. P. Prink, ssx Pearl St., New York. 
Bells 


a BELES “=, 


c 
Peal McSuane Ba Foenony Co., Bartmcee, Mo., U.S 


When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Dr. Talks of Food 
Pres. of Board of Health 


‘* What shall I eat?” is the daily in- 
quiry the physician is met with. I do 
not hesitate to say that in my judgment 
a large ‘agen of disease is caused 
by poorly selected and improperly pre- 
pared food. My personal experience 
with the fully-cooked food known as 
Grape-Nuts enables me to speak freely 
of its merits. 

‘‘From overwork, I suffered several 
years with malnutrition, palpitation of 
the heart, and loss of sleep. Last sum- 
mer I was led to experiment personally 
with the new food, which I used in con- 
junction with good rich cow's milk. In 
a short time after I commenced its use, 
the disagreeable symptoms disappeared, 
my heart’s action became steady and 
normal, the functions of the stomach 
were properly carried out and I again 
slept as soundly and as well as in my 
youth. 

‘* T look upen Grape-Nuts as a perfect 
food, and no one can gainsay but that it 
has a most preminent place in a rationgl, 
scientific system of feeding. Any one 
who uses this food will soon be convinced 
of the soundness of the principle upon 
which itis manufactured and may there- 
by know the facts as to its true worth.” 
Read ‘‘ The Road to Wellviile,” in pkgs. 
‘«There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
One appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, June 14,1908. Howto Choose 
a Life Work (1 Kings 3 : 5-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—All should work (2 Thess. 3 : 10-12). 

‘TUES.—With the hands (1 ‘Thess. 4 : 11, 12). 

WED.—Hard ‘gore necessary (Heb. 2: 
I-10). 

THURS.— Man's first work (Gen. 2 : 8-15). 

FRI.-—Two vocations (Gen. 4 : 1-7). 

SAT.-—Paul’s trade (Acts 18 : 1-3). 











Give an example of a man who missed his 
vocation. 

Name some things that help one to choose a 
vocation. 

Tell how prayer has helped. 


HE first thing is to recognize and ac- 
knowledge that we are not our own, 
but belong to Christ, and that we are 

not to live unto ourselves, but unto him who 
died for us and who bought us with his own 
precious blood. If we think we are our own 
masters, and that our lives are given to us to 
do as we please with them, we shal! choose 
one way. If we realize that we are not our 
own, but Christ’s, and that our lives are to 
be invested as trusts from him, we shall 
choose. another way. 


It will follow from this that we shall act 
on the principles of Christ, and rule our life 
by the same laws by which he ruled his. 
Now the dominating principle of Christ’s 
life was not pleasure or gain or ease. All 
around us men and women live for these 
things. ‘*‘ How much can I get?’’ they ask. 
‘* What are you going to do when you are 
graduated ?’’ a college professor’s wife asked 
a student. ‘* Iam going to take the first job 
that has money in it,’’ was his reply. ‘Christ 
acted otherwise. He came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister, and, King though 
he was, he was among men as one wh 
setves, ‘* What use dan I make of my life? 7 
is the right law. 

And yet not only use. The great ques- 
tion is not, ‘* Where am I needed?’ but, 
** Where am I needed most ?.’’ Not, ‘* Where 
can I do good?”’’ but, ‘*‘ Where can I do 
most good?’’ We have but one life to live. 
We cannot afford to put it to the second 
best uses, ~ The good is a great enemy of-the 
best. It keeps away from the best many 
whom the bad could not keepaway. If God 
will let us go to some of the neediest places 
in our own land, we should not stay where 
the need is less, and the same principle should 
apply to all the world, 


We should not be hindered from taking 
up any life-work because it is out of the con- 
ventional. 


But neither, on the other hand, are we to 
turn aside from any life-work because it is 
ordinary and commonplace. God needs 
housekeepers and clerks and tradesmen and 
professional men and women of all sorts, as 
well as missionaries and martyrs. The most 
simple and secluded sphere will give us the 
noblest of opportunities to live out a great 
mission of God, In the orphanage at Ialit- 
pur, India, there was an Indian Christian 
girl, just on the threshold of womanhood, 
who was smitten with leprosy. Her sad, 
hopeless face, as she was taken away to the 
Leper Asylum near Allahabad, could never 
be forgotten. But she found that even there 
she had a life-work. The superintendent of 
the asylum writes : 

**Of Frances Hoffman, the leper girl from 
Lalitpur, it is impossible to speak too highly. 
The women and children in the asylum are 
cleaner and neater because of her example. 
She told some lady missionaries that when 
she first learned that she was a leper she was 
rebellious, and her heart was very bitter 
against God; but after a while, when she saw 
the need of the other leper women, she fcit 
that God had some work for her to do, and 
she could be of some use in the world. to 
make the lives of those other women better. 
| She is now very happy in her work.’’ 
| God has a life-work for each of us. He 
| has not forgotten one of us. Each of us can 
discover the work he has for us todo, That 
work we can do in his strength. In doing it 
we shall find our highest joy, and render the 
fullest service to the world. 
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A Time-Saving 


Stove | 


The New Perfection 
Wick Blue Flame Oil 
Cook-Stove, thirty seconds 
after the touch of the match, 
will deliver at the stove top 
a strong, clean heat of 
great working power. 











More than that, you may 
run it for hours continu- 


ously; bake bread and cake; prepare a meal or do the 
weekly ironing; and for the whole time never be conscious of 
In this respect the 


NEW PERFECTION 
Wick Blue Flame Oil Cook-Stove 


is unique. Its remarkable concentration of heat at the one point 
necessary makes summer cooking a daily pleasure. As its name 
indicates, this stove is perfect—safe, economical, 
efficient—ideal for every purpose of a cooking 
stove. Made in three sizes, fully warranted. 
not with your dealer, write our nearest agency. 


™ Rayo LAMP 


flicker of gas or the blinding glare of 
electric bulbs. One’s eyes never tire reading by the Rayo, 
If not with your dealer, write our nearest agency, 
STANDARD OIL COMPANY 


undue heat because of the stove. 
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gives a light more agree- 
able than the distressing 











EDUCATIONAL 


"HE METROPOLITAN 
TRAINING SCHOOL FOR NURSES 


Blackwell’s Island, New York City. Offers a three 
yéars” course of training. Applicants must be over 21 
and under 35 years ot age, and have had one year in 
High School or its equivalent. The school is regis- 
tered and connected with a hospital of over 1,300 }. 
An.allowance is made for current expenses as follows : 
$10.00 per month the first year, $12.00 the second, and 
$15.00 the third. Classes are formed every two months. 

The new home, which is nearly completed, and is 
located on one of the finest sites in ivew York City. 
will give singie rooms to all nurses, with spacious en- 
trance hall, library, and sitting rooms. 

Kon gS S. WARD, Superintendent. 


Divinity School 


OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 
An Und inational School of Theology 
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Announcement for 1963-09 now ready 








Starkey Seminary 


On Seneca Lake, near Watkins. Opens September 2. 
Soarding school for both sexes. Prepares for best col- 
leges. Eleven teachers ; specialists. Courses in art, 
music, commerce. ‘Terms moderate. 


M. Summerbell, President, Lakemont, N. Y, 





BLAIR ACADEMY xewscrses 
Johal. Blair Foundation. 61st year. Prepares for 


any American College. New gs, Gy m 
and Swimming Pool. Campus 60 acres. Moderate 
rates. Opens September 16th. JOHN C. SHARPE, 
A. M., D.D., Principal. 


Bible Study Book Free 


A complete S —_ of Bible Study of great value to 
all students of the ord. Send postal-card request to 
Scofield Bible Correspondence 

940, 150 Nassau Street, New Yor! 


BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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“A Single Dose Relieves” 


Indigestion 


wi FG WALD Distress Atter Eating 
Acid Dyspepsia 


*“Tastes Like Soda Water.” 
60. & $1 at druggists or by mail. 

HE TARRANT CO. 
E Hudson 8t., New York 







Specially adapted for 
(Sensitive stomachs. 
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The American 
we Standard 
Bible 


requires no dictionary to 
make the meaning plain. 
It is a new translation of 
the original into modern 
English by eminent schol- 
ars after 29 years of careful study. It 
brings out the meaning with added force 
and beauty, 

For sale by ali booksellers and publishers. 

Interesting Booklet Sent Free 

Send a postal card for our free booklet 
which tells the reverent story of this’ noble 
work. It will give you a true idea of what 
the American Standard Bible means to the 
religious world. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for 50 years. 
37 a East 18th Street, New York 

















Thou hast nothing to draw with (John 4:11). 


**Ay, there is the rub! The world, like a boun- 
tiful well, is full of good things, but the prob- 
lem is how to a them. . The well-is deep, and 
so many people do not have the + 4 money 
or braizsor purpose with which todraw. Iam 
not much of a political economist. ‘The whole 
present system may be wrong and need right- 
ing.—I don’t know. But there is one very 
simple way of getting things into better shape 
than they are now. ose of us who have 
ropes can lend them to those who have not. A 
helping hand is the longest rope in the world, 
an will reach the bottom of wells so deep that 
nothing else can touch them.” 


isn’t this a gem? It’s a quotation from 


Just a Minute 


a Tittle book compiled from the writings of 


Charles Frederic Goss 
Price, 50 cents, net, postpaid. The book is 
a pertect gold-mine of ‘‘sermon kernels.’’ 
Just the book to-pick up for ‘* Just a Minute.”’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT SPREET,. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











